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Second Secretary 
General appointed to 
the Department of the 
Taoiseach 

Ms. Geraldine Byrne Nason, 
has been appointed as Second 
Secretary General at the 
Department of the Taoiseach. 
Her responsibilities will 
include the management 
of an integrated EU Co-
ordination function, support 
for the Government Economic 
Management Council and the 
co-ordination of support for the 
Tánaiste. 

Ms. Byrne Nason is currently 
the Ambassador, Deputy 
Permanent Representative 
of Ireland to the European 
Union. She was also Director 
of Ireland’s National Forum 
on Europe and worked for 
the OECD for seven years 
including as Director for 
Governance and Public 
Management. Other previous 
positions held include service in 
Ireland’s Representation to the 
United Nations and the OSCE.

Two senior 
appointments to the 
Department of Finance

Neil Ryan has been appointed 
Assistant Secretary in the 
Banking Division of the 
Department of Finance 
reporting to the head of 
banking, John Moran. He 
will lead a team responsible 
for Financial Stability and 
Intervention in the restructured 
Banking Division. 

 Aidan Carrigan has been 
appointed Assistant Secretary 
in the Financial Services 
Division of the Department 
of Finance reporting to the 
head of Financial Services 
and Taxation, Ann Nolan. He 
will lead a team responsible 
for non-banking financial 
services policy and managing 
the EU and national legislative 
programmes on financial 
services. 

The Taoiseach has launched a 
five year strategy for the Irish 

Financial Services Centre and said 
that it has shown “extraordinary 
resilience through the global 
financial crisis.”

The IFSC Clearing House Group, 
who is responsible for developing 
the strategy, have identified the key 
objective as job creation. It is hoped 
that a further 10,000 jobs will be 
created in the sector by 2016, adding 
to the current 30,000 staff.  

The Taoiseach stated that 
the strategy has reinforced the 
Government’s commitment to the 
development of the international 
financial services industry which was 
initially outlined in the Programme for 
Government. 

“The strategy recognises and fully 
supports the critical importance of a 
credible, responsible and proportionate 
regulatory system whose own capacity 
and reputation provides, in itself, a 
source of competitive advantage for 
this jurisdiction, attracting reputable, 
responsible and sustainable financial 
services activity.”

The 22 page strategy details 
seven “drivers of growth” including 
transparent and competitive direct 
and indirect tax framework; credible, 
responsible and proportionate 
regulatory regime; development of 
new business lines; international 
engagement and marketing and 
sustained control of business costs.

Commenting on the Strategy, Paul 
O’Connor, Director of The Federation 
of International Banks in Ireland (FIBI) 
said that it “represents a further major 
step in supporting the development of 
the IFSC”. 

He also welcomed the effort being 
made to promote Ireland as a location 
for internationally-traded financial 
services.

“From our network of established 
contacts with global banking groups, 
we are aware of a number of 
significant international players that are 
considering locating and expanding 
operations in Ireland”.

A report has been published 
that shows an increase 

in cases being brought to the 
Courts and shows progress 
that has been made in the 
modernisation of services and 
cutbacks in resources.

The Annual Report of the 
Courts Service highlights areas 
where the sector has made 
major savings throughout 2010 
including the Criminal Justice 
Interoperability Project which 
has resulted in the reduction of 
administration at District Court 
level by 75 percent. This is turn 
has freed up the equivalent of 105 
full time staff, 100 Gardaí and 5 
courts staff.

The Service has seen a cutback 
in funding of €30.5m in the last 
three years which takes both 

pay and non-pay elements into 
account. It also reports that there 
has been an overall reduction 
in the number of staff by nine 
percent. Meanwhile, the Service 
has witnessed an increase of 40 
percent in court business for the 
period of between 2006 and 2010. 

Investment in ICT has been 
cited as a main contributing 
factor to the cost reduction with 
services in place such as video 
conferencing and digital audio 
recording of court proceedings. 
More efficient, electronic transfer 
of information between the Courts 
Service and An Garda Síochána 
has led to savings. The Service 
also began co-locating the 
storage of secure data with the 
Revenue Commissioners.

Government  
publishes five-year 
strategy for IFSC

Court Report highlights 
progress in times of  
“reduced resources”

As the census results are released, some interesting facts and 
figures are emerging in relation to changes at a regional level.  

In the BMW (Border, Midlands and Western) Region, the population 
between 2002 and 2011 has grown by 19.6 percent. This increase 
was focused primarily in Dublin commuter belt areas Meath (37.3 
percent), Kildare (28.1 percent) and Wicklow (19.0 percent), followed 
by the wider commuting counties which are part of the BMW Region 
including Laois (36.9 percent), Louth (20.6 percent), Westmeath (19.6 
percent),  Longford (20.6 percent), Cavan (28.9 percent) and Offaly 
(20.6 percent).

However, this increasing population has not been accompanied by an 
increase in economic growth or employment opportunities and has in 
turn led to unsustainable commuting patterns.

According to Adrian O’Donoghue, Policy and Research Officer with 
the BMW Assembly, “as further modules of the Census emerge, the 
reality of where this has left regional development could present 
repercussions for work patterns, dependency ratios, educational 
attainment and sectoral employment changes”. He added that the 
emerging results present an opportunity for the Government to “re-
examine the challenges and opportunities to address the issue of 
advancing regional development in Ireland”. 

In the June issue of the PAI Journal, Adrian O’Donoghue evaluates 
the development of the knowledge economy at regional level. To view 
this article please click here. 

Census 2011: High growth levels in BMW 
yet limited  economic development

http://issuu.com/pai2011/docs/i77_proof__2_?viewMode=magazine&mode=embed
http://issuu.com/pai2011/docs/i77_proof__2_?viewMode=magazine&mode=embed


DEPARTMENTS OF STATE

Reformed Common Fisheries Policy 
will affect Irish fishing industry
The EU Commission has published proposals for the reform of the 
Common Fisheries Policy which sets out changes in the fishing 
industry from 2013 to 2022. The Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine, Simon Coveney, TD has welcomed the proposals 
which Ireland had a part in creating.

A crucial aspect of the proposal details the EU’s support of the Hague 
Preferences, originally agreed upon in 1976, which gives Ireland a 
bigger share of the traditional stocks around Ireland, if they are at low 
levels. Minister Conveney has said that, despite sustained attacks from 
other member countries to abolish, the Hague Preferences will remain a 
“key priority”. 

The Minister has also expressed his concern over a provision which 
imposes mandatory privatisation of quotas on Member States and said 
that he has “no doubt that this would lead to concentration of fishing into 
the hands of large fishing international companies”. 

Other key provisions include the maintenance of the 12-mile coastal 
limit access restrictions, the commitment to the introduction of fisheries 
based multi-annual management plans and the focus on improved data 
collection to improve scientific advice and strengthen controls.

Minister Coveney will be setting out Ireland’s position on the 
proposals at this week’s EU Fisheries Council.

Civil Defence Board to be  
dissolved if Bill is enacted
The functions of the Civil Defence Board 
may be transferred back to the Department 
of Defence after Mr Alan Shatter TD 
received government approval to draft 
legislation. The Board was previously 
under the remit of the Department of 
Justice, Equality and Defence.

The move comes as part of the ongoing strategy to bring the functions 
of many state agencies back into their original department. 

The Civil Defence Board was established in 2003, following the Civil 
Defence Act 2002, to co-ordinate the operation and future development 
of civil defence at national level and to advise the Minister on policy 
issues. However, if the Bill is enacted, Civil Defence Board will be 
dissolved and its functions, property, rights, liabilities and other 
responsibilities will be transferred to the Department of Defence.

The Civil Defence Board is a voluntary organisation, set up in the 
1950s, now functions as a support to the emergency services and in 
carrying out community support activities. 

- Upcoming courses and seminars - 

Click on the date for more information on the topic

The Minister for Children 
and Youth Affairs, Frances 
Fitzgerald has stated that she 
has received government 
approval to bring forward 
legislation to require statutory 
compliance with newly 
published child protection 
guidelines.

The publication of Children 
First 2011 – National Guidance 
for the Protection and Welfare 
of Children comes just days 
after the release of the Cloyne 
Report which documented abuse 
against children in the recent past. 
Speaking at the launch of Children 
First the Minister commented 
on the recent abuse saying it 
is “utterly unacceptable and 
repugnant”. 

“We have seen evidence, again 
and again, that where compliance 
with child protection guidelines is 
voluntary it is also often ignored” 
the Minister stated. 

Children First was first published 
in 1999 and Ms Fitzgerald has 
commented on the publication of 
the new report saying that “we 
have learned a lot over the last 
12 years” and that “it incorporates 
lessons from investigations, 
reviews and inspections over the 
past decade.”

The guidelines are primarily 

aimed at people working with 
children such as social workers, 
Gardaí, teachers and many 
more. They seek to provide clear 
direction and support to front line 
staff and organisations working 
with children and set out clearly 
the roles of the statutory agencies 
responsible for child protection.

Gordon Jeyes, National Director, 
Children and Family Services, 
HSE, commented at the launch: 
“I welcome and commend the 
launch of Children First National 
Guidance 2011. This guidance 
will allow the vital and challenging 
work of frontline staff to be applied 
in an accountable, consistent and 
transparent manner”.

Courses

ILM Certificate in 
Leadership in the Public 
Sector
Tuesday September 13

Certificate in Data 
Protection
Wednesday September 
21

Energy Management
Tuesday October 4

Certificate in Essential 
Human Resource 
Management
Wednesday October 5

Certificate in Corporate 
Governance

Tuesday October 11

Certificate in Public 
Procurement
Tuesday October 25

Seminars

Minute Taking
Wednesday 
Septmember 14

Using Social Media in 
the Public Sector
Wenesday September 
14

Effective Debt 
Management & Debt 
Recovery
Thursday September 22

Judicial Review, 
Administrative 
Decisions, Statutory 
Appeals
Thursday September 22

Practical Writing Skills
Thursday September 29

Managing Performance 
Throughout the Year
Wednesday September 
28

Microsoft Excel Stage 1
Wednesday September 
28

Time Management
Thursday September 29

Call for submissions on  
the reform of taxi regulations 
Members of the public and all interested stakeholders have been 
invited to make submissions to the Steering Group of the Taxi 
Regulation Review.

The invitation has stemmed from the Government’s commitment 
to review and update taxi regulations to allow consumers to have 
confidence in the taxi system while also ensuring that legitimate drivers 
can operate under a regulatory framework that is adequately enforced.

The Taxi Regulation Review will look at a number of areas including 
the current system in place and how to improve it, licensing systems, 
enforcement and future dialogue with the taxi sector.

The Steering Group will be chaired by Minister of State for Public and 
Commuter Transport, Alan Kelly TD and submissions must be made by 
August 5 2011.

Approval given to bring forward 
legislation on child protection

http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/570-ilm-certificate-in-leadership-in-the-public-sector
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/582-certificate-in-data-protection
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/582-certificate-in-data-protection
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/584-energy-management-certificate
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/546-certificate-in-essential-hrm
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/463-certificate-in-corporate-governance-for-the-public-sector
 http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/586-certificate-in-public-procurement
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/556-minute-taking
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/556-minute-taking
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/590-social-media-for-crisis-communications
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/590-social-media-for-crisis-communications
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/565-debt-recovery
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/565-debt-recovery
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/565-debt-recovery
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/565-debt-recovery
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/565-debt-recovery
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/565-debt-recovery
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/565-debt-recovery
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/558-practical-writing-skills
 http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/534-managing-performance-throughout-the-year
 http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/534-managing-performance-throughout-the-year
 http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/534-managing-performance-throughout-the-year
 http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/534-managing-performance-throughout-the-year
 http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/534-managing-performance-throughout-the-year
 http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/534-managing-performance-throughout-the-year
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/606-time-management


Oireachtas Update: Week beginning July 18

2.30pm  
Questions (Taoiseach)
3.15pm  
Questions (Minister for Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation)
4.15pm  
Leaders Questions
4.36pm  
Order of Business

Motion re Victims Directive 
(Back from Committee) 
(without Debate)
(Department of Justice and 
Equality)

Electoral Amendment Bill 
2011 Order for Report, 
Report and Final Stages 
(Department of the 
Environment Community and 
Local Government)

Motion re Communications 
Regulation (Postal 
Service) Bill 2010 
(Seanad) (Department of 
Communications Energy and 
Natural Resources) 

Communications Regulation 
(Postal Service) Bill 2010 
(Seanad)   Order for 
Report, Report and Final 
Stages (Department of 
Communications Energy and 
Natural Resources) 

7.00pm  
Private Members Business

2.30pm
Order of Business

3.45pm
Finance (No.3) Bill 
2011 – Committee 
and Remaining 
Stages (Department of 
Finance)

5.45pm
Residential Institutions 
Redress (Amendment) 
Bill 2011 – All stages
(Department of 
Education and Skills)

8.30 pm    
Child Care 
(Amendment) Bill 
2009 - Amendments 
from Dáil Éireann
(Department of 
Children)

Matters on the 
Adjournment 

10.30 am
Order of Business

11.45am

Statements and Q&A 
on Agriculture and 
Fisheries (Department 
of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food)

2.15pm           
SOS

3.00pm
Electoral 
(Amendment) Bill 
2011 – Second 
Stage (Department 
of Environment, 
Community & Local 
Government)

5.00pm
Non-Government 
Business:  Motion re 
Social, Personal and 
Health Programme in 
Schools [Independent 
Senators 
– Taoiseach’s 
Nominees]

7.00pm
Matters on the 
Adjournment 

10.30am    
Order of Business

11.45am 
Statements on ‘A 
Vision for Change’
(Department of 
Health)

1.45pm
Matters on the 
Adjournment 

SeanadDáil
Tuesday July 19 Wednesday July 20 Thursday July 21 Tuesday July 19 Wednesday July 20 Thursday July 21

Committees

9:30am
Justice, Defence and Equality Committee Room 2
Agenda: Criminal Justice (Community Service) 
(Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2011

1:30pm
Health and Children Committee Room 4
Agenda: 2011 Revised Estimates for Public Services 
- Vote 39 (Health); Vote 40 (Health Service Executive); 
Vote 41 (Office of the Minister for Children and Youth 
Affairs); and Vote 43 (Children and Youth Affairs)

2pm
Communications, Natural Resources and 
Agriculture Committee Room 1
Agenda: Private Meeting 

2:30pm
Environment, Transport, Culture and the Gaeltacht
Committe Room 3
Agenda: (i) COM (2010) 475, COM (2010) 618, S.I. 542 
(2010) and S.I. 543 (2010); and 
 (ii) Clean water, clean energy and clean air [Mr. Gabriel 
Darcy, Chief Executive Officer, Bord na Móna] 

3:30pm
Justice Defence and Equality, Committee Room 2 
Agenda: 
(i) Motion re a Directive of the European Parliament and 
of the Council establishing minimum standards on the 
rights, support and protection of victims of crime;
(ii) Motion re a Regulation of the European Parliament 
and of the Council on mutual recognition of protection 
measures in civil matters; and
(iii) Motion re a Council Decision on the signature of the 
Agreement between the European Union and Australia 
on the processing and transfer of Passenger Name 
Record (PNR) data by air carriers to the Australian 
Customs and Border Protection Service and a Council 
Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between 
the European Union and Australia on the processing and 
transfer of Passenger Name Record (PNR) data by air 
carriers to the Australian Customs and Border Protection 
Service

9:30am
Jobs, Social Protection and Education Committee 
Room 3
Agenda: 
(i) Priority issues for the Department of Social 
Protection [Minister for Social Protection]; and 
(ii) Priority issues for the Department of Education and 
Skills 

10:00am
Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Sub-Committee) 
Committee Room 4
Agenda: 2011 Revised Estimates for Public Services 
- Vote 24  (Charitable Donations and Bequests); and 
Vote 27 (Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs) 

11:30am
Health and Children Committee Room 2
Agenda: Election of Chairman

12:00pm
Members’ Interests of Dáil Éireann Committee Room 1
Agenda: Private Meeting

4pm
Investigations, Oversight and Petitions Committee 
Room 1
Agenda: Matters relevant to the Orders of Reference of 
the Joint Committee [Ms. Emily O’Reilly, Ombudsman]

4:30pm
Foreign Affairs and Trade Committee Room 3
Agenda: Motion: That Dáil Éireann approves the terms 
of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between 
the European Communities and their Member States, 
of the one part, and the Republic of Serbia, of the other 
part [Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade]

5:30pm
Working Group of Committee Chairs Committee 
Room 4
Agenda: Private Meeting

10:00am
Public Accounts Committee Room 1
Agenda: 
(i) 10 a.m. – Business of the Committee; and
(ii)10.30 a.m. – 2009 Annual Report of the Comptroller 
and Auditor General:

Chapter 1 – Central Government; Financial Outturn 
2009
Chapter 5 – Central Government; Financial 
Commitments under Public Private Partnerships
Chapter 6 – Banking Stabilisation Measures (resumed)
Chapter 7 – Central Government; European Union 
– Financial Transactions 2009; and
2009 Appropriation Accounts
Vote 6 – Office of the Minister for Finance [Secretary 
General, Department of Finance]

11:00am
Health and Children Committee Room 2
Agenda: Update on Health issues [Minister for Health; 
and Mr. Cathal Magee, Chief Executive Officer, Health 
Service Executive]

11:30am
European Union Affairs Committee Room 4
Agenda: 
(i) Priorities in the area of European Affairs [Tánaiste and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade]; 
(ii) Enhancing communication between the Oireachtas 
and the European Parliament [MEPs]; and
(iii) The role of the Institute of International and European 
Affairs (IIEA) with regard to European Affairs [Mr. Brendan 
Halligan, Chairman, Mr. Dáithí O’Ceallaigh, Director 
General and Ms. Jill Donoghue, Director of Research, 
IIEA]

Tuesday July 19 Wednesday July 20 Thursday July 21

10.30am 
Leaders Questions 
10.51am 
Order of Business  
11.21am
Questions (Taoiseach)
• Motion re Planning and 
Development Regulations 
(back from Committee without 
Debate) (Department of the 
Environment Community and 
Local Government)
• Motion re:  Commission of 
Investigation Report into the 
Catholic Dioceses of Cloyne 
December 2010 (Department of 
Justice and Equality)
• Communications Regulation 
(Postal Service) Bill 2010 
(Seanad) Order for Report, 
Report, Report and Final Stages 
(Department of Communications 
Energy and Natural Resources) 
• Defence (Amendment) Bill 
2011 Committee and Remaining 
Stages (Department of Justice 
and Equality)
• Statements re:  Sea Fisheries 
(working title) (Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food) 

1.30pm
SOS
2.30pm           
Questions (Minister for Social 
Protection)
7.00pm
Private Members Business
Afternoon business continued

10.30am 
Order of Business
• Estimates (back from Committee without 
Debate)
• Motion re EU and Australia Agreement on 
Transfer of Passengers Name Record Data 
(back from Committee without Debate) 
(Department of Justice and Equality)
• Motion re Mutual Recognition of 
Protection Measures in Civil Matters 
(Back from Committee without Debate) 
(Department of Justice and Equality)
• Motion re Association Agreement 
between the European Communities and 
Serbia (back from Committee without 
Debate) (Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade)
• Motion Re Free Trade Agreement with 
Korea (back from Committee without 
Debate) (Department of Jobs, Enterprise 
and Innovation)
• Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Bill 2011 Order for Report, Report and 
Final Stages (Department of Justice and 
Equality)
• Motion re Environment (Miscellaneous 
Provisions Bill (Department of Environment 
Community and Local Government) 
• Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions 
Bill 2011 Order for Report, Report and 
Final Stages(Department of Environment 
Community and Local Government) 
• Central Bank and Credit Institutions 
(Regulations) (No 2) Bill 2011 Second 
Stage Resumed (Department of Finance)

6.00pm 
Questions (Minister for Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht)


