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Appointments

Fine Gael has appointed Mr. Tom Fabozzi has been appointed as the 
Party’s new Director of Media and Research. He will be responsible 
for developing and implementing the Party’s communication strategy, 
and offering support and assistance to the Parliamentary Party. 

Mr Fabozzi spent eight years as a current affairs senior producer at 
TV3, prior to which, he worked in radio for six years at broadcast 
outlets including 98FM, Lite FM and INN.

The Dáil and Seanad do not resume in plenary session until 14 
September 2011 following the summer recess. However the Oireachtas 
Committee on Health and Children will be meeting on Thursday to 
examine issues relating to illegal drug use. The Finance Committee 
will be meeting with the CEOs of NAMA and the NTMA on Friday 
to continue the Committee’s review of the issues facing the economy 
and the banks.

Implementation body meets to discuss  
wind down of FÁS and establish new authority

The first meeting of the SOLAS implementation group has taken place, with the 
Minister of State for Training and Skills, Ciarán Cannon TD acting as Chairman.
SOLAS, which stands for Seirbhísí Oideachais Leanúnaigh Agus Scileanna, is the 
new training and education authority that will replace FÁS. The group is made up 
of representatives from the Department of Education and Skills, FÁS, the Irish 
Vocational Education Association (IVEA) and the Department of Social Protection. 
It will also consult with other key stakeholders. FÁS is currently in the process of 
winding down. 
The implementation group will be responsible for creating an action plan that will 
allow for the creation of SOLAS, dependent on the passing of legislation next year. 
The group will also be required to report to the Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Recovery and Jobs on progress in the autumn.
SOLAS will come under the remit of the Department of Education and Skills. 

This Week in the Oireachtas

News

Go to page two for full Committee schedule 

Chairman and board of National Concert Hall appointed

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht Jimmy Deenihan has 
appointed Kieran Tobin as the new chairman of the National Concert 
Hall. Board members also appointed include: Dearbhla Collins, John 
McGrane, Laurie Cearr, Gina Menzies, Bruce Arnold, Margaret Ryan, 
Ray Bates, Alma Hynes, Artemis Kent, Deborah Kelleher, Peter 

McEvoy, Pat Heneghan, Rachel Holstead and Patricia Slavin.
Mr Tobin is also the Chairman of the Drinks Industry Group of Ireland 
(DIGI) since 2009. He was previously the Communications and 
Corporate Affairs Director for Irish Distillers Pernod Ricard and was 
also the Commercial Director of Irish Distillers.

Fine Gael appoint new Director of Media and Research

Public Affairs  
Ireland Journal

In the next issue....

Departing Director of the Arts Council, Mary Cloake 
outlines the economic and social benefits of the arts 

sector; 

Dr Peter Stafford traces the history of Social 
Partnership from its emergence in the 1980s, through 

to its peak in the 1990s, up to its recent downfall;

Séin O Muineacháin and Kevin Dillion reflect on the 
reasoning behind the mergers of Limerick City and 
County Councils and Tipperary North and South 

Councils; 

Paul McGowen from the Commission for Energy 
Regulation examines the development and safety of 

Ireland’s oil and gas industry; and

Organisational change and conflict resolution specialist 
John O’Dowd outlines procedures for handling conflict 

in the workplace. 



Departments of State

Oireachtas Update: Week beginning September 5
Committees

Thursday 8 September

10am
Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, Committee Room 4, 
Leinster House

Agenda: 
Overview of issues facing the economy and banks (resumed)  [Mr 
Brendan McDonagh, CEO, NAMA and Mr John Corrigan, CEO, 
NTMA] 

Friday 9 September

11:30am
Health and Children, Committee Room 2, Leinster House

Agenda: 
Problem / illegal drug use – the youth perspective [Aislinn Adolescent 
Addiction Centre and Spunout]

Click on the date for more information on the topic

Courses Seminars

ILM Certificate in 
Leadership in the 
Public Sector
Tuesday 
September 13
-FULLY 
BOOKED-

Certificate in 
Data Protection
Wednesday 
September 21

Energy 
Management
Tuesday October 
4

Certificate in 
Essential Human 
Resource 
Management
Wednesday 
October 5

Certificate 
in Corporate 
Governance
Tuesday October 
11

Certificate 
in Public 
Procurement
Tuesday October 
25

Minute Taking
Wednesday 
September 13

Using Social 
Media in the 
Public Sector
Wenesday 
September 14

Effective Debt 
Management & 
Debt Recovery
Thursday 
September 22

Judicial Review, 
Administrative 
Decisions, 
Statutory 
Appeals
Thursday 
September 22

Managing 
Performance 
Throughout the 
Year
Wednesday 
September 28

Microsoft Excel 
Stage 1
Wednesday 
September 28

Practical Writing 
Skills
Thursday 
September 29

Time 
Management 
& Personal 
Effectiveness
Thursday 
September 29

Delivering public 
services while 
working with 
reduced budgets
Thursday 
October 6

Finance for Non-
Financial People
Thursday 
October 6

Measuring the 
Effectiveness of 
Training
Tuesday October 
11

Giving Excellent 
Customer 
Service
Wednesday 
October 12

- Upcoming courses and seminars - 

The Minister for Social Protection, Joan Burton TD recently 
announced that over €542m is available to households struggling 
to pay either their rent or mortgages. Nearly 20,000 people will 
receive mortgage interest or rent supplements this year, marking 
a 500 percent increase since 2007. 

The supplement, seen as a short term measure, is intended 
to help struggling home owners pay back the interest on their 
loans and not the actual mortgage itself. 

The announcement came on the same day as new figures were 
released from the Central Bank of Ireland showing that 55,763 
people are in mortgage arrears and had been for 90 days, as of 
June 2011. 

‘Safety net’ for 
households in debt

‘Retirement of senior Garda  
members always represents a 
loss of experience’ - Shatter

The Minister for Justice, Alan Shatter TD has made a statement 
regarding recent reports that 1,200 Gardaí are due to retire, 
which would see various stations understaffed. 

 The previous Government made a commitment under the 
terms of the EU/IMF agreement that Garda employment would 
be reduced to 2006 levels by 2014. It was also agreed that the 
number would be reduced to 13,500 by December of this year.

Recent reports have shown that if this goes ahead certain 
stations may close due to understaffing. However, responding 
in a statement, the Minister said “retirement of senior Garda 
members always represents a loss of experience, but the Force 
is fortunate in having a rich resource of talented members ready 
to meet the challenge of senior management.” 

He also outlined that it is within the Programme for 
Government to increase efficiency within the service and 
will achieve this through reform, including ensuring that 
administrative duties are carried out by civilian staff in order to 
free up highly trained Gardaí.
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A New Era For Public 
Procurement in Ireland?

HALF DAY CONFERENCE • GRESHAM HOTEL • SEPTEMBER 22

Keynote speakers, Phil Hogan TD, Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government 
and Brian Hayes TD, Minister of State with responsibility for the Office of Public Works

A special conference to address the challenges and opportunities 
for the public sector at a time of fiscal correction

Public Procurement is big business in Ireland 
– last year it amounted to €15bn for public 
authorities. Public servants charged with the 
procurement function for their organisations 
are facing increased pressures to secure 
value for money, while a myriad of competing 
policy objectives seem to be adding to 
the complexity of public procurement, 
rather than simplifying the process. 

Procurement officers often comment that 
the increasing complexity of procurement 
rules and the added and sometimes 
competing requirements that they face when 
making sourcing decisions mean that the 
process is becoming more important than 
the end result – the procuring of goods 
and services in the shortest possible 
time and at the best possible prices. 

There are signs that these concerns are 
being heard at EU level. The European 
Commission published a Green Book on 
the modernisation of the European Public 
Procurement Market in January. In a 
statement, the Internal Market and Services 
Commissioner Michel Barnier said: “We need 
to clarify public procurement rules to make 
life easier for both public authorities and 
companies bidding for contracts in Europe. 
Access of smaller companies to procurement 
markets, reducing red tape, or promoting 

European cross-border procurement will be 
under the spotlight during the consultation. 
My ambition is also to make sure that 
public procurement can help job creation, 
innovation, and protection of the environment.” 

The Commission is even questioning if it 
makes sense to treat every public authority, 
regardless of how small it is, the same 
when it comes to its procurement rules. 

At a national level, the Minister for the 
Environment, Community and Local 
Government, Mr Phil Hogan T.D. has published 
a draft National Action Plan on Green Public 
Procurement (GPP) for public consultation. 

The requirement for GPP will impose new 
obligations on public authorities. The draft 
Action Plan proposes seven priority product 
groups for which the public sector should 
seek to “green” their tendering processes on 
a national basis. These seven product groups 
are: construction, energy, food and catering 
services, transport, cleaning products and 
services, paper and uniforms and other 
textiles. Minister Hogan said that 
the Action Plan will provide the 
framework for the development 
of GPP in a consistent, 
progressive and 
coherent fashion.

• Do current procedures need to 
be simplified,in particular for small 
local and public authorities in 
Ireland and elsewhere?

• Circular 10/10 on SMEs, is it 
causing issues?

• Standstill letter, getting it right?

• Award criteria, question of 
treatment of experience?

• Are public authorities subject 
to competing policy objectives 
surrounding public procurement?

• Should contracts between 
public authorities be exempt 
from the application of EU public 
procurement rules?

• How is the plan for shared 
services impacting on public 
procurement at national and local 
government levels?

• What will Green Public 
Procurement rules mean for public 
authorities?

• Framework agreements, do they 
need to be simplified?

• What reforms are the EC 
planning for the future EU 
procurement regime?

• Are EC processes aiding the 
achievement of efficiencies or 
simply adding to red tape?

Public Affairs Ireland 6th conference on public procurement

For more information click here

Click on the date for more information on the topic
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