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This week in the Oireachtas 

Appointments to State boards
The Minister for Justice and Equality is seeking expressions of 
interest from suitably qualifi ed and experienced persons for 
consideration for appointment as Chairperson and members of the 
Censorship of Publications Board, the Censorship of Publications 
Appeal Board and the Censorship of Films Appeal Board.

Censorship of Publications Board
The Censorship of Publications Board was established under 
Section 2 of the Censorship of Publications Act 1946 to examine 
books and periodicals for sale. The 1946 Act provides that the 
Board shall have fi ve members, inclusive of the Chairperson.

The Censorship of Publications Board is independent of the 
Minister in exercising its functions and the Minister does not have 
any power to alter their decisions.

The term of offi ce for the next Censorship of Publications Board 
will run until November 9 2016.

Censorship of Publications Appeal Board
The Censorship of Publications Appeal Board was established 
under Section 3 of the Censorship of Publications Act 1946. 
Section 3 provides that the Appeal Board shall have fi ve members, 
inclusive of the Chairperson. The Act also provides that the 

Chairperson of the Appeal Board shall be a judge of the Supreme 
Court, High Court or Circuit Court or a practising barrister or a 
practising solicitor of not less than seven years’ standing.

The term of offi ce for the next Censorship of Publications Appeal 
Board will run until February 11 2015.

Classifi cation of Films Appeal Board
The Classifi cation of Films Appeal Board was established under 
Section 3 of the Censorship of Films Act 1923 (as amended). The 
Irish Film Classifi cation Offi ce (IFCO) is responsible for examining 
and certifying fi lms, videos and DVDs. 

The term of offi ce for the next Classifi cation of Films Appeal 
Board will be for a period of fi ve years, following the expiry of the 
term of offi ce of the current Board at the end of April 2013.

Selection of these positions will be based on an examination 
of the expressions of interest received and a short listing of the 
most suitable applicants. The Minister may, at his discretion, 
select persons from outside this list. These Board positions are 
unremunerated, i.e. there are no Board fees payable. However, 
travel and subsistence expenses are payable, where applicable, 
in respect of attendance at meetings.

In the Dáil this week, the Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Bill 2013 will be 
discussed at committee and remaining stages. The same Bill will be discussed in the 
Seanad, as will the Education and Training Boards Bill 2012 and Seanad Electoral Reform 
Bill 2013. The Committee on Transport and Communications will also meet this week to 
discuss the irresponsible use of social media channels and will be attended by the Minister 
for Communications and Offi cials from the Offi ce of Internet Safety.

34 City and County Councils to receive €275m for housing projects 
€275m is to be allocated to 34 City and County Councils under the 
Social Housing Investment Programme for 2013.€69.3m will be 
allocated to housing supply including Traveller accommodation; 
€111.4m to regeneration, estate remediation and energy retrofi tting; 
and €55m will be devoted to voluntary housing construction.   

Approximately €35m is also being provided to support the suite of 
grants for older people and people with a disability living in private 
housing. These grants, which are administered by the local authorities, 
provide 80 percent of the cost of adaption or other necessary works.

Announcing the funding, Minister for Housing and Planning Jan 
O’Sullivan TD said she is developing other funding mechanisms 
that will provide additional sources of capital funding and will grow 
the supply of new social housing inlcuding the scope for the non-
profi t Approved Housing Bodies to engage with the social housing 

fi nance models whereby the State might provide an up-front portion 
of overall cost and subsequently lease back the properties for long-
term social renting and availing of funding from EU Structural Funds. 

The Minister continued, “I am focusing investment in 2013 on 
improving the quality and standard of the 130,000 social houses with 
the objective of enhancing comfort levels and making dwellings more 
energy effi cient and less costly to heat.  This year I am bringing in a new 
measure which will specifi cally target older apartments and houses and 
involves the insulation of attics and walls, draught-proofi ng windows 
and doors and the fi tting a lagging jackets and heating controls”.  

 The terms and conditions of the suite of private housing grants will be 
amended to better target those individuals and families in most in  need.  

 

News and public sector appointments 



Oireachtas Schedule: Week beginning March 4 

Dáil

2pm 
Questions 
(Minister for Social Protection)
    
3.15pm  
Leaders Questions

3.36pm  
Questions 
(Taoiseach)

4.36pm 
Order of Business

5.06pm 
Topical Issues

Motion re Disease of Animals Bill 
(back from Committee) (without 
Debate) 
(Department of Agriculture Food 
and the Marine)

Finance (Local Property 
Tax) (Amendment) Bill 2013 
Committee and Remaining 
Stages (to conclude at 10.00pm) 
(Department of Finance)
                                 
 7.30pm  
Private Members Business

9pm  
Afternoon business continued

10.30am
Leaders Questions 

10.51am 
Order of Business

Health Service Executive 
(Governance) Bill 2012 (Seanad) 
Second Stage Resumed 
(Department of Health)

Defence Forces   (Second World 
War Amnesty and Immunity) Bill 
2012 (Seanad) Second Stage 
(Department of Defence)  

Criminal Justice (Spent 
Convictions) Bill 2012 (Seanad) 
Second Stage 
(Department of Justice and 
Equality) 

1.30pm 
SOS

2.30pm 
Questions 
(Minister for Justice and Equality)

3.45pm  
Topical Issues

7.30pm 
Private Members Business

10.30am  
Leaders Questions

10.51am  
Order of Business   
  

Water Services Bill 2013 (Seanad) 
Order for Report, Report and Final 
Stages 
(Department of the Environment 
Community and Local 
Government)

Child Care (Amendment) Bill 2013 
(Seanad) All Stages 
(Department of Children)

Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions) 
Bill 2012 (Seanad) 
Second Stage Resumed 
(Department of Justice and 
Equality) 

3.42pm  
Topical Issues

4.30pm  
Questions 
(Minister for Education & Skills)
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10.30am    
Back Bench Bill Day

News continued 

Minister for Disability approves 
the National Implementation 
Framework of the Value for Money 
and Policy Review of the Disability 
Services Programme
Ms Kathleen Lynch TD, 
Minister for Disability, 
Equality, Mental Health and 
Older People has approved 
the National Implementation 
Framework of the Value 
for Money and Policy 
Review of the Disability 
Services Programme.

The Framework 
will translate the 
recommendations from the 
Value for Money (VFM) and 
Policy Review of the Disability 
Services Programme 
into concrete actions. It 
assigns responsibilities 
for those actions, and 
specifi es timelines for 
their completion. It also 
identifi es priorities and key 
performance indicators. The 
Framework describes the 

project management and 
monitoring processes which 
are needed to make sure that 
the reform of the Disability 
Services Programme is 
achieved in a planned, timely 
and cost effective manner.

The development of the 
Framework is the fi rst phase 
of the implementation 
planning process. The 
second phase will follow 
the completion of the policy 
appraisal recommended 
in the VFM Review.  

The development of the 
Framework is one of the 
key actions identifi ed in 
Future Health, the recently 
published Strategic 
Framework for Reform of the 
Health Service 2012 – 2015.

Agreement on EU wide youth guarantee 

An EU wide youth guarantee which 
will assure young people under the 
age of 25 a good quality offer of 
employment, continued education, 
an apprenticeship or a traineeship 
within four months of becoming 
unemployed has been secured.

Speaking following a meeting of 
European social protection and 
employment Ministers (EPSCO) 
in Brussels, Minister for Social 
Protection, Joan Burton TD said 
today’s agreement is “a crucial step” 
in tackling the youth unemployment 
crisis that exists across Europe.

There are currently 7.5 million 
young people across Europe who are 
neither in employment, education or 
training (NEETS), representing 12.9 
per cent of young Europeans (15 to 
24). According to the Minister, “The 
EU puts the estimated economic 
cost of this at 1.2 per cent of GDP, 
or more than €150bn. And the 

social costs are simply devastating, 
as youth unemployment has been 
shown to have lifelong effects 
and leave permanent scars”.

The agreed document  
recommends that each Member 
State should move quickly to 
implement Youth Guarantees in 
their respective countries, taking 
into account existing national, 
regional and local policies and 
objectives. With regard to the 
Member States experiencing the 
most severe budgetary diffi culties 
and higher rates of NEETs or of 
youth unemployment, gradual 
implementation can be considered 
to permit States to deal progressively 
with their budgetary positions while 
still acting in a more decisive way 
to tackle youth unemployment.



Oireachtas Schedule: Week beginning March 4 continued 

Seanad

10.30am
Order of Business

11.45am  
Finance (Local Property Tax) Bill 2013 – All Stages 
[Department of Finance]
Spokesperson Senator Michael D’Arcy

3pm 
Statements on Early Intervention and the Economic 
Benefi ts of Early Intervention 
[Minister for Children and Youth Affairs]
Spokesperson Senator  Imelda Henry

5pm  
Private Members Business 
Seanad Electoral Reform Bill 2013  
[Senator John Crown]
Spokesperson Senator Cait Keane

10.30am
Order of Business

11.45am
Education and Training Boards Bill 2012 
Second Stage
[Minister for Education and Skills]
Spokesperson Senator Jim D’Arcy

  

2.30pm   
Order of Business
Motion regarding section 17 of the Diseases 
of Animals Act (without debate)
[Department of Agriculture, food and the Ma-
rine]
Spokesperson Senator Michael Comiskey

3.45pm  
Electoral (Amendment) (Dáil Constituencies) 
Bill 2012 – Second Stage
[Department of the Environment, Community 
and Local Government]
Spokesperson Senator Cait Keane

March 6March 5 March 7 

February 27February 26 February 28

2pm
Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
Committee Room 3, Leinster House 
AGENDA: 
(i) Proposed Code of Conduct for the gro-
cery goods sector; 
(ii) Pricing and impact on primary and sec-
ondary suppliers; 
(iii) Support for local produce; and 
(iv) Labelling. 

2pm
Health and Children 
Committee Room 2, Leinster House 
AGENDA: Employment conditions of non 
consultant hospital doctors. 
(i) [Irish Medical Organisation]; and 
(ii) [Health Service Executive] 

2.15pm
Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht 
Committee Room 4, Leinster House 
AGENDA: 
As part of Seachtain Na Gaeilge young 
people will address, as Gaeilge, the follow-
ing topics: 
(i) A bhfuil roimh Éirinn san Aontas Eorpach 
(Ireland’s future in the European Union); 
(ii) An tionchar atá ag na meáin shóisialta 
ar an saol in Éirinn (The infl uence of the 
social media on life in Ireland); agus 
(iii) An tábhacht atá le pobail áitiúla a fhor-
bairt (The importance of developing local 
communities). 

3.30pm
European Union Affairs
Committee Room 1, Leinster House
AGENDA: 
Forthcoming General Affairs Council 
Meeting. 
[Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade] 
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9.30am
Transport and Communications 
Committee Room 3, Leinster House 
AGENDA: 
How the challenges facing individuals, families 
and communities through the irresponsible use 
of social media channels might be addressed. 
[Minister for Communications, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources; and Offi cials from the Offi ce of 
Internet Safety] 

10am
Finance (Sub-Committee) 
Committee Room 4, Leinster House 
AGENDA: 
Finance Bill 2013 [Minister for Finance] 

1pm
Education and Social Protection 
Committee Room 3, Leinster House 
AGENDA: 
1.30 p.m. – (i) Poverty [European Anti-Poverty 
Network]; and 
2.30 p.m. – (ii) Budget Decisions in Education. 
[Minister for Education and Skills] 

2.30pm
Foreign Affairs and Trade 
Committee Room 1, Leinster House 
AGENDA: 
(i) a. The Second Global Irish Economic Forum; 
b.The undocumented Irish in the U.S.A. 
[Irish Abroad Unit of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade]; and 
(ii) The work of Connect Ireland. 
[Representatives from Connect Ireland] 

4pm 
Public Service Oversight and Petitions 
Committee Room 3, Leinster House 
AGENDA: 
The decision to end the Mobility Allowance 
Scheme and the Motorised Transport Grant and 
other matters arising out of the Ombudsman’s 
evidence to the Committee. 

[Secretary General, Department of Health] 

9.30am
Health and Children 
Committee Room 2, Leinster House 
AGENDA: 
Health Service Executive National Service Plan 2013 
and issues pertaining to medical cards. 

9.30am
Transport and Communications 
Committee Room 3, Leinster House 
AGENDA: 
How the challenges facing individuals, families and 
communities through the irresponsible use of social 
media channels might be addressed. 

10am
Public Accounts 
Committee Room 1, Leinster House 
AGENDA: 
(i) Business of the Committee; and 
(ii) 2011 Appropriation Accounts and Annual Report of 
the Comptroller and Auditor General

10am
Finance (Sub-Committee) 
Committee Room 4, Leinster House 
AGENDA: 
Finance Bill 2013 

2pm
European Union Affairs 
Committee Room 2, Leinster House
AGENDA: 
Ireland and the future of the EU: 
(i) Financial, budgetary and economic policy integra-
tion in the EU; 
(ii) Democratic accountability, legitimacy and political 
union; and 
(iii) The UK and the EU - implications for Ireland. 

10am
Finance (Sub-Committee) 
Committee Room 4, Leinster House 
AGENDA: 
Finance Bill 2013 (resumed) [Minister for Finance] 

Committee Meetings

March 8



In October 2012, the Government published Putting People First, an action programme for 
effective local government. Pointing out that local government structures have not been updated 
since the 19th century the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government 
described the action programme as “the most fundamental set of changes in local government 
in the history of the State”.

The Government Putting People First is designed to secure more effective democratic 
arrangements that will improve effi ciency and provide better value for money for the Irish 
public. One of the measures in the action programme that has attracted considerable public 
comment is the proposal to reduce the number of both councillors and local/regional authorities 
across Ireland. Other proposed reforms include the proposed establishment of a New National 
Oversight and Audit Commission, as well as a strengthening of the Local Authority Audit 
Committees. There are also increased roles envisaged for local government in the area of 
economic development and the promotion of local community.

To address these changes Public Affairs Ireland is holding a half-day conference on Wednesday 
13 March 2013 on A New Future for Local Government in Ireland. The conference will address 
the issues raised by Putting People First and hear from arrange of perspectives including 
Central Government, Local Authority elected members, Local Authority management and users 
of local services. The conference will also be addressed by the Chair of the Government body 
charged with oversight of effi ciencies in Local Government as well as a leading economist with 
a particular expertise in locally driven community development initiatives. Confi rmed speakers 
and conference facilitators include;

Phil Hogan TD, Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government
Pat McLoughlin, Chair, Local Government Effi ciency Implementation Group
Owen Keegan, Manager, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council
Cllr Mary Fitzpatrick, Dublin City Council
Dr. John O’Dowd, HR specialist
Jim Power, Economist
Avine McNally, Small Firms Association
Andrew Buggy, HR Solutions Director at Capita
Anne O’Keefe, former Director, OLAM (Session 1 Chair)
Senator Paul Coghlan, Government Chief Whip, Seanad Eireann (Session 2 Chair)

This will be a constructive, focused half-day conference that will be of interest to people
working in local government throughout Ireland, including both offi cials and elected
members. The conference will also be of interest to people with signifi cant interaction with
Local Authorities, including service providers, local agencies or service users.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Public Affairs Ireland Conference

www.publicaffairsireland.com

A New Future for 
Local Government in Ireland

Will the Government’s reform proposals for local 
government deliver better services?

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Phil Hogan TD, Minister for Environment, Community & Local Government

Topics Include:

What are the 
Government’s priorities 
for the reform of Local 
Government?

 
How is Local 
Government responding 
to increased pressures 
for efficiency, lower 
revenues and increased 
demands?

Will the reforms 
strengthen the role and 
function of councillors?

Are there new models 
for service delivery at 
local level?

Has the Croke Park 
Agreement facilitated 
change at Local 
Authorities?

•

•

•

•

•

WEDNESDAY 13 MARCH, THE WESTIN HOTEL, DUBLIN, 9am - 1pm 

Sponsored by:


