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“Nutrition declaration” to be included on all food labels, if draft EU regulation passes  

The Council of the European Union, following a meeting of the Agricultural and Fisheries Council in 
Brussels, adopted its first reading position on a draft regulation on food information which will establish a 
requirement for all food labelling to carry essential information in a clear and legible manner. The 
measure is proposed in order to help customers to make informed food purchasing decisions in the 
context of healthy and balanced dietary principles. 

Types of information 

The draft regulation would require labels on foodstuffs to show the energy value of the item in question 
along with quantities of fat, saturates, carbohydrates, protein, sugars and salt contents expressed per 
100g or per 100ml, or as a percentage of reference intakes. Other forms of expression can be utilised 
provided information is in no way misleading to the consumer. A common, minimum font size will also be 
approved by Council to enhance legibility.  

The country of origin would also be required to be stated on meat products, in addition to beef. Some 
products, such as alcoholic beverages and non-pre-packaged food, may be exempt from displaying 
nutritional information apart from allergens, which must be indicated at all times, pending a review in 5 
years from the European Commission.  

Current position 

According to the Food Safety Authority in Ireland, which enforces all food labelling legislation, all food 
packaging must include a list of ingredients, quantity of ingredients, net quantity, date of minimum 
durability, storage instructions, business name and address of manufacturer, packager or seller in the EU, 
place of origin of the foodstuff, instructions for use and alcoholic volume should it exceed 1.2 percent 
alcohol. These guidelines are based a number of EU directives including EU Directive 2001/13/EC, 
European Communities (Labelling, Presentation and Advertising of Foodstuffs) Regulations 2002 (SI 
483/2002) and EU Directive 2003/89/EC. 

Consumer research 

Recent research conducted by the European Food Information Council (EUFIC), which provides science-
based information on food safety and quality as well as health and nutrition, in collaboration with 
researchers at the University of Surrey, UK indicated that nutrition information in the format of „per 100g‟ 
or „per 100ml‟ was preferred for cheese, soft drinks, soup and condiments. However, when a food is split 
into single units, for example, biscuits, sliced meat or bread, sandwiches, etc., nutrition information by unit 
was the most or second most preferred format.  

According to the research, calculating nutrient content per portion from per 100g information proved more 
difficult and complex and takes longer to calculate when this information is not provided on the packaging 
and confusion also arose as to who exactly determines the portion size indicated on packaging 

Other research from the EU based, Flabel (Food Labelling to Advance Better Education for Life), which 
seeks to understand how nutrition information on food labels affects dietary choices and consumer habits, 
demonstrates that the presence of nutritional information is higher than previously thought. In one study 
conducted throughout each European State on 37,000 food products, 85 percent of products contained 
nutrition information of some kind. Ireland, the UK and the Netherlands had the highest amount of 
information on food products. The most dominant format was the nutrition table on the back of pack, 
stating information on either the four main categories i.e. calories, protein, carbohydrates, fat or eight 
main categories, i.e. the first four plus sugar, saturated fat, fibre and sodium/salt. Front of pack 



information was primarily in the form of nutritional claims and Guideline Daily Amounts (GDA) with 
breakfast cereals proving to have the most amount of nutritional information on their packaging.  

All Ireland Roundwood Production Forecast 2011-2028  

A COFORD report, All Ireland Roundwood Production Forecast 2011-2028, forecasts that over the period 
of 2028, the production capacity of Ireland‟s forests will almost double to 7 million cubic metres, from the 
current 3.79 million. Almost all of the increase in supply is set to come from privately owned forests in the 
republic of Ireland, which were established over the past 25 years on foot of State/EU and private sector 
investment. 

The overall forecast is contingent on issues such as access and plantation size and the expected 
assortment outcome depends on plantations being thinned on time, at sufficient intensity, to bring forward 
supplies of larger and more valuable sizes. This will require investment in forest roads and in training and 
education right along the supply chain, from forest owners to machine operators and hauliers, the report 
states. Ireland‟s forest sector employs 16,000 people across the State.  

Detailed figures 

In detail the report states that the total forecast of potential standing volume production over the forecast 
period 2011-2028 is 95.47 million m3, with an additional 2.94 million m3 potentially available in the tip-7 
cm category. The forecast volume increases from an estimated 4.46 million m3 in 2011 to 7.38 million m3 
in 2028. The total net realisable volume production over the forecast period is estimated as being 85.06 
million m3, with an additional 2.40 million m3 potentially available in the tip-7 cm category. The forecast 
volume increases from 3.79 million m3 in 2011 to 6.95 million m3 in 2028. 

The total annual thinning area is estimated to more than double from 22,800 ha in 2011 to 49,400 ha by 
2028 with the most significant increase being in the ROI private sector. Clearfell areas in contrast 
fluctuate within the range 7,200 ha to 8,100 ha up to 2018 and show a significant increase thereafter due 
to the forecast clearfell of no-thin crops in the private nsector. 

However, the report cautions that there can be significant differences between forecast volumes and 
actual timber volumes processed by the timber industry in any given year due to a combination of factors, 
which are, principally, the volume of losses arising during harvesting; the planned volumes not being 
harvested due to market conditions, access, or site conditions; and the individual owner‟s circumstances 
and preferences. 

COFORD 

The report is the result of work carried out by a group convened under COFORD. COFORD is the 
Programme of Competitive Forestry Research for Development and is based in the research division of 
the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food; it was established in 1993 and is currently funded by 
the Irish Government under the National Development Plan. Its mission is to establish and strengthen 
links between research and industry, determine forest research and development needs and to evaluate 
research and development progress and transfer technology to ensure maximum benefit. 



 

 

 

From the archive  

A PAI journal article dating from 2008, authored by Máire Ní Laoire and Dr Muiris Ó Laoire, looked at the 
challenges facing the teaching of the Irish language at second level in the Irish educational system and 
offered some recommendations on how the language could survive and thrive in the future. The article 
can be found here. 

Oireachtas Update 

Dáil 

The Dáil will resume on March 9 at noon. 

Seanad 
 
The Seanad has adjourned sine die. Polling by panel and university members will close on April 26 and 
April 27, respectively. 
 
Committees 
 
Following the dissolution of the Dáil, Dáil committees and Joint committees have also been dissolved. 
 
Appointments  
 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food creates Agri-Reasearch Expert Advisory (AREA) 
Group 
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The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Brendan Smith confirmed the establishment of the Agri-
Research Expert Advisory (AREA) Group, which will be responsible for developing a Strategic Research 
Agenda for Agriculture Research.  
 
The group has been created following a recommendation made within the terms of the Food Harvest 
2020 strategy and will complement an existing industry led group chaired by Dan Browne, which is 
developing a strategic research agenda for the food sector. The group shall seek to bring greater industry 
focus to the design of research programmes which will reflect priority areas identified in Food Harvest 
2020.  
 
The chair will be appointed at its first meeting, which will be held on Thursday  February 24. 
The members of the Agri-Research Expert Advisory (AREA) Group are 
 

 Mr. Brendan Barnes, Animal and Plant Health Association; 

 Prof. Maurice Boland, UCD; 

 Mr. Bart Bonsall, Bioenergy and Biorefinery Competence Centre;  

 Mr. James Brett, Brett Brothers; 

 Dr. Pearse Buckley, Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland; 

 Ms Laura Burke, Environmental Protection Agency ; 

 Mr. Matthew Dempsey, Irish Farmers Journal; 

 Mr. Ray Doyle, Irish Co-operative Organisation Society; 

 Mr. James Fitzgerald, Agricultural Consultants Association; 

 Mr. Paul Kehoe, Farmer; 

 Mr. John Murphy, Goldcrop Ltd.; 

 Dr. Frank O'Mara, Teagasc; 

 Dr. Brian Wickham, Irish Cattle Breeding Federation; and 

 Dr. Sinclair Mayne, Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, Northern Ireland. 

  
The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food will also be represented and will provide secretariat 
services to the Group. 
 
Members of  Western Development Commission (WDC) appointed  
 
The Department for Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs has appointed a new board of the 
Western Development Commission (WDC) for a period of 3 years. This is a statutory body with 
responsibility for fostering and promoting economic and social development in the western region, which 
consists of the  counties of Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, Roscommon, Mayo, Galway and Clare. 
 
While some members of the outgoing Board are being re-appointed, there are five new members from a 
range of backgrounds, including business and senior positions in their previous organisations. 
Members of the group are 
 

 Helen Rochford Brennan, Chairperson; 

 Mary Devine O‟Callaghan, Practice manager of Kilrane O‟Callaghan & Company Solicitors; 

 Mary Hoade, Member of Galway County Council; 

 Pádraig Ó hAoláin, Former CEO of Údarás na Gaeltachta; 

 Jackie Maguire, Leitrim County Manager; 

 Martina Minogue, Director of e-teams, a company providing translations and related services; 

 Mr Neville Bagnall, Businessman and member of the Council for the West; 

 Katie Sweeney, CEO, Co. Mayo VEC; 

 Gerry O‟Connor, Businessman; 

 Vincent Roche, Former CEO of North Western Regional Fisheries Board; 

 Dr. Seosamh Ó Ceallaigh, Teacher, author and former County Councillor; and 

 Jim Devenney, Farmer and community worker. 



 
 
 
Departments of State  

€1.217bn paid by the Department for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food under the Single Payment 
Scheme  

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food released the following statement: 

The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Brendan Smith, has welcomed the significant 
improvement in the number and value of farm scheme payments, particularly those under the Single 
Payment, Disadvantaged Area and Grassland Sheep Schemes. 

Minister Smith said that he "fully appreciated the importance not only of the payments themselves, but 
their timing. These schemes continue to form an essential part of farm incomes, despite a welcome 
improvement in farm incomes in 2010. Since last September, I have made it clear that my commitment 
has been to have the maximum number and value of payments made as quickly as possible and every 
effort has been made by my Department to ensure that that has been the case." 

The Minister said that he was "particularly pleased, therefore, that the current position is that over 99 per 
cent of all Single Payment Scheme applicants have now been paid and the total value of payments made 
under the scheme is now in excess of €1.217 billion. Furthermore, 99 per cent of Disadvantaged Area 
Scheme applicants have now been paid, with the value of those payments exceeding €216 million. I can 
also confirm that in excess of a further 2,500 farmers will receive their final balancing DAS payments 
within the next few weeks." 

Referring to the new Grassland Sheep Scheme, Minister Smith confirmed that almost €15 million of the 
€18 million available for the first year of the scheme has now been paid to over 22,000 applicants. The 
Minister described the scheme as "a particularly important scheme, which assists a sector which has 
experienced particular difficulties in recent years. This is a new important stream of income for a sector 
which is of considerable value to Irish agriculture and the agri-food industry. The industry is worth an 
estimated €250 million annually, with over two-thirds of output exported." 

The Minister said he acknowledged that 2010 has been "a particularly challenging year which saw the 
Department processing an unprecedented number of maps, increasing from an average of 22,000 in 
recent years to nearly 80,000 last year. Notwithstanding the challenge posed, the Department maintained 
its enviable record of being among the most efficient paying agencies anywhere in Europe in 2010." 

  

Visitors to exhibitions and events in Irish cultural institutions up by 7 percent 

It has been announced by the Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport that there were over 3.5 million 
visitors to Irish museums, galleries and libraries in 2010, which are all free of charge to access. While 
figures remain consistent in many of the institutions, some experienced significant increases in visitors in 
2010 including The National Library of Ireland, for example, which saw an increase from 138,809 visits in 
2009 to 185,591 visits in 2010. The National Museum Turlough Park, Crawford Art Gallery, Science 
Gallery, Royal Hibernian Academy and Foynes Flying Boat Museum also saw an increase in their number 
of visitors in 2010.   The Natural History Museum, which reopened in April of last year following a 
refurbishment, attracted 253,597 visitors for the period since its reopening.   



Exhibitions that undoubtedly attracted numbers were “The Moderns” exhibition at the Irish Museum of 
Modern Art, the Yeats exhibition at the National Library and “Taking Stock” at the National Gallery of 
Ireland, which focused on the acquisitions of the Gallery over the last 10 years and an exhibition devoted 
to the Dutch painter Gabriel Metsu (1629 – 1667). The National Archives website attracted approximately 
4 million visitors thanks to the 1901 census going live on the site.  

The work of the staff within the institutions was commended by the Minister for Tourism, Culture and 
Sport, Mary Hanafin, who outlined that “the diversity of the exhibitions and events that the cultural 
institutions offer is outstanding and is part of what defines us as a nation. It is clear that they will continue 
to form a major part of the tourism attraction on offer. That attraction will become increasingly important 
as we strive to continue our economic recovery.” 

National cultural institutions No. of visitors 

Jan 09 - Dec 09 

No. of visitors 

Jan 10 - Dec 10 
National Library of Ireland 138,809 185,591 
Irish Museum of Modern Art** 417,706 418,977 
National Concert Hall 342,568 318,667 
National Gallery of Ireland 782,469 736,855 
Chester Beatty Library 218,338 206,653 
National Archives 18,200 15,242 
National Museum, Kildare St. 370,965 366,201 
National Museum Collins Barracks 319,791 258,822 
Natural History Museum* 0 253,597 
National Museum Turlough Park. 98,523 114,343 
Crawford Art Gallery 167,485 188,823 
Total 2,874,854 3,063,771 
  

*The Natural History Museum re-opened in April 2010 

** IMMA closed from 12 January to 5 February 2009 for maintenance works. 

  
Other cultural institutions supported 
by the Department of Tourism, 
Culture and Sport 

No. of visitors 

Jan 09 - Dec 09 

No. of visitors 

Jan 10 - Dec 10 
Archbishop Marsh's Library 8,947 7,730 
Foynes Flying Boat Museum 22,716 31,601 
Hunt Museum, Limerick 24,561 23,498 
Science Gallery 167,611 216,842 
Dublin City Gallery - Hugh Lane 162,037 158,584 
Royal Hibernian Academy 59,061 75,206 
Total 444,933 513,461 

Source: Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport 

 


