
News 
 
Restructuring of Government departments likely to be announced on Wednesday  

The Programme for Government indicates that there will be some changes in the structure and 
responsibilities of the main Government Departments. The Programme indicates that the Department of 
An Taoiseach will be reduced in size to become a Cabinet Office that will oversee the delivery of the new 
programme for Government. There are also indications that the role and function of the Department of 
Finance will change with responsibility for public sector reform being placed within a new Department.  

Other departments will see an increase in duties under the new programme for Government “where 
appropriate, agency boards will be scrapped and agency managers will report directly to Ministers and 
their Departments on performance against targets.” It also states that an Electoral Commission will be 
established “to subsume the functions of existing bodies and the Department of the Environment.” 

The responsibilities and functions of the Health Service Executive will either be gradually returned to the 
Department of Health and Children or will be taken over by the Universal Health Insurance system. The 
Department will see a Special Delivery Unit established in it “to assist the Minister in reducing waiting lists 
and introducing a major upgrade in the IT capabilities of the health system.” 

The Department of Social Protection is envisaged to become a “one stop shop” for people seeking to 
establish their benefit entitlements, looking for work and seeking advice concerning their training offices. It 
is to have responsibility for a National Employment and Entitlement Service which is to replace FAS. The 
programme states “it will process citizen entitlements such as supplementary welfare allowances, higher 
education grants and welfare allowances. It will manage as much as possible means testing for State 
entitlements. It will also be responsible for employment referral and training supports provided by FÁS.” 

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food will gain a new innovation unit “to drive new policy 
initiatives in the agrifood industry.” Marine responsibilities will be merged under one Department, for 
better co-ordination in policy delivery. 

The programme also states that consideration will be given to transferring the passport service from the 
Department of Foreign Affairs to the Department of Justice to operate as an Independent Executive 
Agency under the aegis of that Department. 

There is also scope for some of the functions of the following departments to be transferred and 
consolidated: Communications, Energy and Natural Resources; Community, Equality and Gaeltacht 
Affairs; Environment, Heritage and Local Government; Tourism, Culture and Sport; and Transport.  

Political reforms detailed in Government for National Recovery 2011-2016 document  

The Government for National Recovery 2011-2016 document, released yesterday following week-long 

negotiations between the Labour Party and Fine Gael outlines a number of significant political reforms. 

While some of the changes have been well flagged including the abolition of the Seanad should a 

referendum permit it, a reduction in the number of TDs and a reduction in the Ministers salaries, there are 

new measures which will signal significant changes for State agencies and bodies in receipt of public 

funding.  

Responses to written questions 

Among the most significant measures set to be introduced will be an extension of the parliamentary 

questioning system. Under the proposals any body established by or under statute, or with majority 

ownership or funding by the State must submit to the same parliamentary questioning regime as already 



applies to Government departments. Moreover, answers to written questions must be issued within a 

specified number of Dáil sitting days.  Dáil standing orders will be adjusted to ensure this is complied with 

and answers are delivered in a prompt manner, including during a Dáil recess. 

Oral questioning in the Dáil chamber 

The Programme for Government also proposes a new procedure for the answering of oral questions by 

state bodies whereby the chief executive of such a body must attend the relevant Oireachtas committee 

on a regular basis and they must answer oral parliamentary questions that can be submitted by any 

member.  It is also proposed to allocate more time to oral questioning in order to enhance the oral 

questioning system and make it more effective. Only one question will be permitted per member and that 

member must be present in the Dáil chamber when their question is raised. However, they may delegate 

another member to ask a supplementary question should they be absent. 

Civil servants 

Civil servants are likely to see changes to their role according to the document. Restrictions on the nature 

and extent of evidence by civil servants to Oireachtas committees will be removed and replaced with new 

guidelines for civil servants that reflect the reality of the authority delegated to them and their personal 

accountability for the way in which it is exercised.  

Committees 

While the new Government will seek to cut the number of committees, key committees will be 

strengthened, resourced properly, given constitutional standing and full powers of investigation in order to 

remove the limits that the Abbeylara Supreme Court decision placed on the ability of the committees to 

hold investigations into crucial areas of public concern such as the banking crisis.  

First day of the new Dáil  

Following the General Election, the Dáil will reconvene on Wednesday March 9 and a new Government 
will be formed.  

The proceedings will commence with a prayer being read by the Clerk of the Dáil to be followed by the 
reading aloud of the proclamation of the President dissolving and convening Dáil Éireann.  

One of the first items on the agenda will be the vote to appoint the Ceann Comhairle whose role is to 
preside over proceedings in the Dáil in an impartial manner.  

Election of the Taoiseach 

After the appointment of the new Ceann Comhairle who then takes to the chair, the nomination and 
election of the Taoiseach by Dáil members will take place. Motions on the nomination for Taoiseach will 
be received and discussed within the chamber. If a majority confirms the nomination, the Taoiseach-elect 
will then travel to Áras an Uachtaráin to receive the seal of office from the President.   

Election of other ministers 

The Taoiseach will then return to the Dáil and announce the members of the Cabinet with a maximum of 
fifteen to be appointed. Should there be any suggested departmental reconfigurations; the new Taoiseach 
will outline so at this stage. The Departments of State will also be assigned by the Taoiseach along with 
the positions of Chief whip, Tánaiste and Attorney General. Further statements and debates will ensue in 



the chamber. Once approved in the Dáil chamber, the members of the new Cabinet will travel to Áras an 
Uachtaráin to receive their seals of office. The Cabinet is also likely to hold its first meeting in Áras an 
Uachtaráin on Wednesday evening.     

 New general election in April – for the Seanad!  

According to Article 18 of the Constitution, a general election for the Seanad shall not take place later 
than ninety days after the dissolution of the Dáil. While the last Dáil was dissolved, the Seanad has 
merely adjourned and will continue to sit until a new one is re-elected. It will thus consider legislation from 
the new Dáil up until the election of the new Seanad, for example, on Tuesday March 8 the Construction 
Contracts Bill 2010 will be discussed in the Seanad. The date for the first meeting of the new Seanad will 
be fixed by the President following the advice from the newly elected Taoiseach.  The Seanad shall be 
composed of sixty members; 6 nominated by Universities (3 from the National University of Ireland and 3 
from the University of Dublin); 43 from special panels (or vocational panels) of candidates on the basis of 
their knowledge and expertise on matters including: culture and education; agriculture; labour; industry 
and commerce; and public administration; and 11 upon the nomination of the Taoiseach. Furthermore, 
each Senator remains as such until the day before the polling day of the election for the Seanad (which is 
based on proportional representation after one‟s nomination unless for reasons such as death, 
resignation or disqualification). 

Electing a new Seanad 

The timeline for the process of establishing a new Seanad is as follows:  the period for nominations by 
nominating bodies will expire on Friday March 11. The period for nominations by members of the 
Oireachtas for the 24

th
 Seanad will expire at noon on Monday March 21. The Seanad returning officer will 

sit for the completion of the panels on March 25. The ballot papers will be issued to the electorate on April 
7 and the poll will close at 11am on Tuesday April 26 2011. For University Members, the period for 
nominations in the university constituencies expired on March 3. Following on from this, ballot papers will 
be issued to the electorate on March 21 and the poll will close at 11am on April 27 2011. 

However, the Seanad‟s future is far from secure: Fine Gael state in their 2011 general election manifesto 
that they will “reduce the total number of Oireachtas members by a third by abolishing the Seanad and 
cutting the number of TDs by 20.” The Labour Party‟s manifesto states that “Labour will abolish the 
Seanad”. The Government for National Recovery 2011-2016 document, released Sunday March 6 details 
plans for the new coalition government to abolish the Seanad should a yes vote be concluded following a 
constitutional referendum. 

Oireachtas Update 

Dáil  

The Dáil will resume on March 9 at noon. See article entitled „First day of the new Dáil‟ which gives a 
detailed outline of the order of business of the first day of a new Dáil. 

Seanad  

Tuesday March 8 

2.20pm 

Order of business 

The meeting will be opened with tributes to Senator Willie Farrell.  



Construction Contracts Bill 2010 - Committee and remaining stages (Department of Finance).   

Committees  

Following the dissolution of the Dáil,  Dáil and Joint committees were also dissolved. 

Appointments  

Seanad appointment 

The Taoiseach, Brian Cowen announced on Thursday March 3, that he has appointed Darragh O‟Brien to 
the Seanad to fill the vacancy recently created by the election of Ciarán Cannon to Dáil Éireann. Mr 
O'Brien was a TD for the Dublin North constitutency from 2007 until the general election on February 25 
of this year.  

Departments of State  

Circular on revised teaching supports for Traveller students released  

Circular 17/2011 from the Department of Education and Skills was released and sets out the revised 
arrangements for the provision of teaching supports to Traveller pupils for the 2011/2012 and subsequent 
school years following the most recent budget. 

The circular states that the Resource Teacher for Traveller (RTT) posts/Teaching Hours for Traveller 
pupils scheme will be withdrawn from August 31 2011 and those pupils affected should receive learning 
support through the existing schemes in schools on the basis of priority of need.  

Alleviation measures  

Alleviation measures for schools that have a high concentration of Traveller pupils who were in receipt of 
RTT will be considered but priority will be given to schools with 33 or more of that category of pupil and 
the measures will be considered “in the context of the limited resources” available to the Department. 

The Circular requests schools not to contact the Department about these potential alleviation measures 
as it states the proposals are being finalised and that it will advise schools by further communication in 
the future.  

Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools (DEIS)  

The Circular states that for the 2011/2012 school year, Traveller pupils will be included in the valid 
enrolment for the purpose of allocating additional staff under DEIS and that queries about this provision 
may be directed to the Department‟s Social Inclusion Unit. 

  

Consent provided for gas pipeline from the Corrib gas field to terminal in Co Mayo  

The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources released the following statement: 

The Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, Pat Carey has announced that in 
response to applications received on May 31 2010 from Shell E&P Ireland Limited (SEPIL), acting on 
behalf of the Corrib Gas Partners, that permission has been granted, subject to conditions: 



 for consent to construct a gas pipeline from the Corrib gas field subsea facilities to the Corrib gas 
terminal at Bellanaboy, Co Mayo; and 

 for approval of an addendum to the Plan of Development for the Corrib gas field development. 

Copies of the consent letters and supporting documentation are available on the Department‟s website. 

  

All Ireland Roundwood Production Forecast 2011-2028  

A COFORD report, All Ireland Roundwood Production Forecast 2011-2028, forecasts that over the period 
of 2028, the production capacity of Ireland‟s forests will almost double to 7 million cubic metres, from the 
current 3.79 million. Almost all of the increase in supply is set to come from privately owned forests in the 
republic of Ireland, which were established over the past 25 years on foot of State/EU and private sector 
investment. 

The overall forecast is contingent on issues such as access and plantation size and the expected 
assortment outcome depends on plantations being thinned on time, at sufficient intensity, to bring forward 
supplies of larger and more valuable sizes. This will require investment in forest roads and in training and 
education right along the supply chain, from forest owners to machine operators and hauliers, the report 
states. Ireland‟s forest sector employs 16,000 people across the State.  

Detailed figures 

In detail the report states that the total forecast of potential standing volume production over the forecast 
period 2011-2028 is 95.47 million m3, with an additional 2.94 million m3 potentially available in the tip-7 
cm category. The forecast volume increases from an estimated 4.46 million m3 in 2011 to 7.38 million m3 
in 2028. The total net realisable volume production over the forecast period is estimated as being 85.06 
million m3, with an additional 2.40 million m3 potentially available in the tip-7 cm category. The forecast 
volume increases from 3.79 million m3 in 2011 to 6.95 million m3 in 2028. 

The total annual thinning area is estimated to more than double from 22,800 ha in 2011 to 49,400 ha by 
2028 with the most significant increase being in the ROI private sector. Clearfell areas in contrast 
fluctuate within the range 7,200 ha to 8,100 ha up to 2018 and show a significant increase thereafter due 
to the forecast clearfell of no-thin crops in the private nsector. 

However, the report cautions that there can be significant differences between forecast volumes and 
actual timber volumes processed by the timber industry in any given year due to a combination of factors, 
which are, principally, the volume of losses arising during harvesting; the planned volumes not being 
harvested due to market conditions, access, or site conditions; and the individual owner‟s circumstances 
and preferences. 

COFORD 

The report is the result of work carried out by a group convened under COFORD. COFORD is the 
Programme of Competitive Forestry Research for Development and is based in the research division of 
the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food; it was established in 1993 and is currently funded by 
the Irish Government under the National Development Plan. Its mission is to establish and strengthen 
links between research and industry, determine forest research and development needs and to evaluate 
research and development progress and transfer technology to ensure maximum benefit.  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


