
News 
 
Moriarty Tribunal  

The publication of the report of the Moriarity Tribunal has raised questions related to ethics in public 
office, political reform and the cost and value of these types of inquiries.  

 
Garrett Fennell in an article in the latest issue of the PAI Journal states “the final total cost of the tribunal 
will run to hundreds of millions of euro” and notes that the real exposure to costs extends to the third party 
costs arising from orders that the tribunal will make on the costs of parties that were granted legal 
representation before it.  

To read the full article, please click here.  

Transfer of department functions  

 In a statement by the Department of Justice and Equality, functions vested in the Minister for 
Communnity, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs in relation to the Traveller Policy unit, the Gender Equality 
division, the co-ordination of Government policy towards the promotion and support of equal participation 
in society of people with disabilities, the development and implementation of policies to combat 
discrimination and to promote a more inclusive society, the promotion of equal opportunities, fundamental 
rights and greater availability of family-friendly workplace practices,  and the promotion of the integration 
of persons (other than protection applicants) who are not, or who previously were not, Irish citizens, and 
their families, who are lawfully resident in the State, transferred to the Minister for Justice, Equality and 
Law Reform  with effect from 1 April 2011 by order SI 139 of 2011.  

The Traveller Policy Unit supports and co-ordinates ongoing policy development in relation to travellers in 
Irish society, including monitoring and supporting actions to increase the effectiveness of national 
policies, promoting positive communications between traveller communities, public bodies and the wider 
settled community and contributing to policy development at international level. While the Gender Equality 
division supports and co-ordinates ongoing policy development in relation to the achievement of de facto 
gender equality in Ireland and co-ordinates and contributes to policy review and policy development on 
gender equality issues and gender related matters at international level. 

With effect from 2 April 2010 by order SI 138 of 2011, the name of the department, the Department of 
Justice and Law Reform is altered to that of the Department of Justice and  Equality.  The title of the 
Minister having charge of the department, whose title is the Minister for Justice and Law Reform is altered 
to that of the Minister for Justice and Equality. 

Department of Social Protection  
 
The Minister for Social Protection, Joan Burton has said that “some work is already underway to integrate 
services for jobseekers and to improve access to information, jobseeker payments and opportunities for 
training, education and work experience.” Minister Burton spoke during the launch of position paper 
„Creating a Future for Young Jobseekers', which was published by the National Youth Council of Ireland. 
  
Transfer of divisions from FAS to department 
The undergoing work includes the transfer of the employment and community divisions of FÁS to the 
Department of Social Protection to provide a more effective and streamlined response to the needs of 
jobseekers by integrating the income support provided through the social welfare system with supports for 
activation and preparation for re-entry to employment. 
  
Profiling and social schemes 
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The development of customer profiling and case management systems within the Department of Social 
Protection is underway to allow for better targeting of appropriate interventions for young jobseekers. Also 
schemes, such as the Rural Social Scheme, the Community Services Programme and Tús are offering 
community-based work opportunities for jobseekers. While the Redundant Apprentice Placement Scheme 
provides on-the-job training for apprentices in the public and private sectors. 
  
Schemes for business 
The Employer Job (PRSI) Incentive scheme‟s closing date was extended to the end of this year. The 
scheme exempts the employer from paying their share of PRSI for 12 months for staff members, saving 
employers money and shifting the balance in favour of job creation. 
  
Businesses may also benefit from engaging with the Work Placement Programme. This programme 
places an unemployed person with an employer for a work experience placement for up to nine months. 
A 12 month placement is also available to unemployed people with the Skills Development Internship 
Programme, which is described as having a significant education and training component.   
  
Oireachtas Update 
 
Dáil  

On Tuesday, the second stage of the Communications Regulation (Postal Services) Bill 2010 [Seanad] 
will be resumed. On Wednesday, statements regarding the banks recapitalisation will be made. On 
Thursday, the order for the second stage will be given and the second stage commenced for the Criminal 
Justice (Community Service)(Amendment)(No. 2) Bill 2011.   

Tuesday April 5 

2.30pm 

Questions (Taoiseach) 

3.15pm 

Questions (Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources) 

4.15pm 

Leaders‟ questions 

4.36pm 

Order of business 

Communications Regulation (Postal Services) Bill 2010 [Seanad] - Second Stage (resumed) 
(Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources) 

7pm 

Private members business: Motion re EU-IMF loan package arrangement (Technical Group) 

8.30pm 

Matters on adjournment 



 Wednesday April 6 

10.30am 

Leaders‟ questions 

10.51am 

Questions (Taoiseach) 

11.36am 

Order of business 

Statements re European Council (to conclude within 85 minutes) 

Statements re Banks re-capitalisation (working title) 

Communications Regulation (Postal Services) Bill 2010 [Seanad] - Second Stage (resumed) 
(Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources) 

1.30pm 

SOS 

2.30pm 

Questions (Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government) 

3.45pm 

Afternoon business continued 

7pm 

Private Members Business: Motion re EU-IMF loan package arrangement (Technical Group)(resumed) 

8.30pm 

Matters on adjournment 

 Thursday April 7 

10.30am 

Order of business 

Criminal Justice (Community Service)(Amendment)(No. 2) Bill 2011 - Order for Second Stage and second 
stage (to adjourn at 1.30pm, if not previously concluded) (Department of Justice and Equality). 

Statements on Suicide (working title) 



3.30pm 

Questions (Minister for Justice and Equality) 

4.45pm 

Matters on adjournment 

Seanad  
The Seanad is adjourned sine die. 

Committees  
There are no committee meetings scheduled. 

Appointments  

Leas Cheann Comhairle appointed 

Deputy Michael Kitt representing Galway East has been appointed to the position of Leas Cheann 
Comhairle for the 31st Dáil. Deputy Kitt will be responsible for presiding impartially and with authority over 
the business and proceedings of Dáil Éireann in the absence of the Ceann Comhairle, Seán Barrett TD. 

 Press adviser to Minister Bruton 

The Minister for Enterprise, Jobs and Innovation, Richard Bruton has named Conor Quinn as a special 
adviser. His responsibilities will include press. 

Departments of State  

Total exports up 8 percent in 2010  

The Minister for Enterprise, Jobs and Innovation, Richard Bruton welcomed the latest Central Statistics 
Office (CSO) external trade statistics giving details for final 2010 export performance. 

“The final figures show that the total value of exports in 2010 was €162.7bn, the highest ever total, 
representing growth of 8 percent on the 2009 figure. Provisional statistics published last month showed 
an increase of 6 percent on 2009 so this news is very welcome indeed. This achievement by our 
exporters is to be commended particularly given the extremely difficult trading circumstances in which 
they operate." 

“Our overall exports generated a trade surplus of €35.4bn for the year, also the highest ever, and net 
exports made a very important contribution to our GDP last year. The figures showing that merchandise 
exports rose by 6 percent last year are very impressive given the state of the global economy. They are 
particularly noteworthy given that exports actually fell in the first five months of 2010 and then bounced 
back to show solid growth for the full year. The merchandise export figures published this morning come 
after the publication last week of the services trade data published, which showed that these exports 
increased in 2010 by 10 percent to €73.3bn and are steadily growing as a proportion of our total exports." 

“These services exports reflect the growth of our knowledge based sectors, with computer services 
accounting for over one third of such exports and growing very strongly. In addition insurance and 
financial services are very significant elements in the services sector. These sectors must continue to be 
our focus”, Minister Bruton said. 


