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PAI Directory 2011  

The political changes that have taken place in 2011 have created a need for an accessible reference 
point on government, the civil service and parliamentary representatives. The PAI Directory 2011 takes 
account of the dramatic changes in the governmental landscape in a single volume and easy to use 
format.  

The Directory's information has been updated since the general election 2011 and includes: 

 senior and junior ministers‟ contact details and biographies; 

 new departmental structures; and  

 a list of the new TDs. 

The Directory also features up-to-date information on: 

 agencies and associated bodies; 

 the Office of the Attorney General; and 

 the European Union. 

The PAI Directory 2011 is to be published shortly.  Copies may be purchased for €19.95 + p.p..  

Advanced order your copies today! 

Telephone: 01 8198500 or Email: sales@publicaffairsireland.com  

National minimum wage cut reversal  

The Minister for Enterprise, Jobs and Innovation, Richard Bruton has stated that the reduction in the 
national minimum wage to €7.65 per hour as took effect on February 1 2011 will be reversed in 
accordance with the commitment in the Programme for Government.  

He stated that “the commitment to reverse the recent cut in the national minimum wage will require 
primary legislation. To this end, I intend to publish heads of a bill to give effect to this commitment before 
31 May next (2011)”.  

The national minimum wage was reduced with effect from February 1 2011 by order made pursuant to 
section 11(1) of the National Minimum Wage Act 2000, as amended by section 13 of the Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2010, which required that the Minister, by order, declare a 
national minimum hourly rate of pay of €7.65. This represented a reduction of €1 per hour from the 
previous minimum hourly wage of €8.65.  

Public sector pay  

The Minister for Finance, Michael Noonan has stated that “the Government supports a strong policy of 
pay restraint within the public sector, including the application of pay caps”. While there are no persons in 
either the Civil Service or in the local authorities with salaries in excess of €250,000 and indeed the 
Taoiseach, other members of the Government and a number of other officeholders have voluntarily 
reduced their salary rates, with the Taoiseach‟s salary now set at €200,000, there are 28 known people in 
receipt of salaries in excess of €250,000 per annum: 9 in the commercial State companies, 5 in non-
commercial State agencies, 1 in the Oireachtas, 4 in the education sector, and 9 in the judiciary.  

mailto:sales@publicaffairsireland.com


In addition to the above, remuneration packages of all National Treasury Management Authority staff 
(which includes the staff of the National Asset Management Authority) are negotiated on an individual 
contract basis and are confidential. In these circumstances any staff in these bodies who may be in 
receipt of salaries in excess of €250,000 are not included in the 28 posts cited above. Moreover, certain 
Academic Consultants at professonial level in the health sector are in receipt of remuneration in excess of 
€250,000 per annum. 

Minister Noonan continued that “in terms of the salaries of CEOs of commercial State companies such 
salaries require the agreement of both the relevant Minister and the Minister for Finance. The current 
arrangements for setting the remuneration of the commercial State sponsored bodies is based on 
comparative posts in the private sector – the last such review took place in 2007. It is my intention to give 
further consideration to the overall remuneration package of CEOs of Commercial State Companies. In 
the interim the salary to apply to future appointees to any such positions that fall vacant will be considered 
on a case by case basis”. 

Oireachtas Update 

Dáil  

On Tuesday, the second stage of the Communications Regulation (Postal Services) Bill 2010 (Seanad) 

will be resumed. On Wednesday, statements on the European Council will be made. On Thursday, the 

second stage of the Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2011 will commence.  

 Tuesday April 12  

2.30pm 

Questions (Taoiseach)  

3.15pm  

Questions (Minister for Health and Children)  

4.15pm  

Leaders‟ questions 

4.36pm  

Order of business 

Communications Regulation (Postal Services) Bill 2010 (Seanad) - Second stage (Resumed) 
(Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources)  

7pm      

Private members business 

8.30pm 

Matters on adjournment 



 Wednesday April 13 

10.30am 

Leaders‟ questions 

10.51am 

Order of business 

11.21am 

Questions (Taoiseach) 

Statements on European Council (to conclude within 85 minutes) 

Road Traffic Bill 2011 (Seanad) - Committee stage (Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport)       

Communications Regulation (Postal Services) Bill 2010 (Seanad) Second Stage (Resumed) (Department 
of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources)  

1.30pm  

SOS                  

2.30pm  

Questions (Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food) 

3.45pm  

Afternoon business continues 

7pm      

Private members business           

8.30pm  

Matters on adjournment 

Thursday April 14 

10.30am 

Order of business 

Statements on suicide prevention (Resumed to adjourn at 12.30pm) (Department of Health) 

Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2011 - Order for second stage and second stage 
(Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government) 



3.30pm  

Questions (Minister for Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs) 

4.45pm 

Matters on adjournment 

Seanad  
The Seanad is adjourned sine die. 

Committees  
There are no committee meetings scheduled. 

Appointments  

New prison accommodation committee appointed 

The Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence, Alan Shatter announced that he has established a four 
person committee to examine the need for new prison accommodation and to advise by July 1 2011 
whether work on the site at Thornton should proceed.  

The new committee members are 

 Brendan Murtagh - a partner in LHM Casey McGrath 

 Tom Cooney - Lecturer in Law UCD and now advisor to the Minister 

 Brian Purcell - Director General of the Irish Prison Service. 

 Catherine McGuinness – retired President of the Law Reform Commission 

Departments of State  

Public service top level appointments committee to be overhauled 

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Brendan Howlin has stated that “in line with the 
Programme for Government, the structure of Top Level Appointments Committee (TLAC) will be radically 
overhauled so that the chairperson and the majority of members will be drawn from outside the public 
sector.” 

The present structure of TLAC membership is: 

 Secretary General, Public Service Management and Development; 

 Secretary General to the Government; 

 two other Secretaries General appointed for three year terms; and 

 an external member appointed for a three year term. 

The Secretary General of the home department attends as an observer for posts below Secretary 
General level and as a member of the board for the appointment of his or her successor 

The Government has decided that membership of the Top Level Appointments Committee should 
comprise of 



 Secretary General, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform; 

 Secretary General to the Government; 

 two other senior public servants appointed for three year terms; and 

 five members from outside the civil service appointed for three year terms, one of whom would be 
the chairperson (some members might initially be appointed for longer terms in order to stagger 
turnover). 

All final interviews should be conducted by sub-panels of the committee, each comprising two civil service 
and three external members and chaired by one of the external members. The Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform will ensure that there is adequate rotation among the members in the 
composition of boards; 

In the case of specialist technical or professional posts, the TLAC may as heretofore make special 
arrangements by delegating the final interview to a separate board or by adding an additional member 
from outside the members of TLAC to a final TLAC board. 

The Minister will bring forward proposals on the external members of the committee at a future 
Government meeting. 

Minister Varadkar's statement on transport projects 

The Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Leo Varadkar has said that he will set out a clear plan for 
transport projects during the lifetime of the Government, including „shovel ready‟ projects which will create 
jobs in the immediate future. 

Minister Varadkar made his remarks at the CMG Construction Capital Spend Conference in Dun 
Laoghaire and is also attending a test run of the new Luas Citywest extension. 

  

Economic benefit of public transport 

The Minister stated that “I see the need to continue to invest in transport projects, public transport in 
particular, to create construction jobs in the short term, but more importantly in the long-term. This will 
improve our competitiveness and create jobs across the economy as a result.  

“It is estimated that 15,000 jobs are created for every €1 billion invested in capital projects, and that the 
economic return for every €1 invested can be as much as €2 or even €2.50. 

  

Repair of roads 

“I have already directed that funds not used by the NRA on new projects this year should be identified 
and diverted to repairing badly damaged secondary national, regional and local roads. These measures 
will result in hundreds of contracts, mainly for small, local firms this year. And they will boost confidence 
locally. 

  

Review of capital spending 



“As part of the Government‟s Comprehensive Spending Review, there will be a comprehensive review of 
capital spending with a view to developing a new National Development Plan for 2012-18 as promised in 
the Programme for Government. That work will begin in the coming weeks. When it is agreed by Cabinet, 
it will give certainty to the industry and agencies about which projects are going ahead in the next six 
years and which are not.  

  

Metro and luas projects 

“I get the impression that the last government was unwilling to make decisions in the dying days of its 
administration. Planning, public consultation and preliminary works on major transport projects such as 
Metro North, Metro West, Luas BXD, Luas F, DART Underground and major road projects have 
continued, but funding has not been identified and timelines for construction are uncertain. 

“I am ambitious about infrastructure. And I would like to see all these projects go ahead. Metro North and 
DART Underground perform well in cost-benefit analyses and they are exactly the kind of projects that I 
want to see in our capital city, my home town and the city that I love. The same applies to major road 
projects across the country like the Atlantic Corridor and the by-passes proposed for our towns. 

  

Identify funding 

“But we cannot go on planning for projects without being able to fund them. We need to articulate a 
realistic, affordable and funded capital programme for Transport and we need to get on with it. And that is 
what we intend to do. 

“Certainly, I would like to see at least one major rail or light-rail project commence soon, perhaps on an 
incremental basis, whether it‟s Metro North, Luas BXD or Dart Underground. I am keen to study what 
options exist in relation to Bus Rapid Transit for suburban parts of Dublin. I want to be clear that no 
decisions have been taken to date, either by me or the Cabinet, and all options will be considered.” 

  

Report published and new committee for Mountjoy prison 

The Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence, Alan Shatter announced the publication of the most recent 
report on Mountjoy Prison by the Inspector of Prisons, Judge Michael Reilly, which was presented to the 
Minister on March 24 2011. 

The Inspector has reported a sea change for the better in many aspects of the prison, particularly as 
regards cleanliness and hygiene. The Minister would like to compliment the prison staff working in 
Mountjoy and especially the new Governor Mr. Ned Whelan for the work done in improving conditions in 
the prison and for implementing the recommendations of the Inspector. […] 

Excessive use of force 

An issue of major concern raised in the report is that the management response to allegations of 
excessive use of force by prison officers has been less than satisfactory in the past. The Minister wants to 
make it clear that a culture of impunity cannot be allowed to develop in our prison system. Prison officers 
do a difficult job but abuse of their position is not acceptable. The Inspector acknowledges that the 
Director General of the Irish Prison Service has taken prompt action in addressing the issue of serious 



complaints by prisoners. The Director General has now implemented all the recommendations of the 
Inspector and of the enquiry team established to look into the matter. This includes the necessity to keep 
proper medical and other records. Within the next month the Minister intends to place on a statutory 
footing new procedures for the investigation of serious complaints by prisoners. This will include provision 
for prison officers to wear identification. 

Investigations are ongoing in relation to the specific cases referred to in Paragraph 3.17 of the Report and 
it would not be appropriate to make any comment on the details of the incidents. 

  

Inspector‟s recommendations 

The Inspector made a number of other recommendations all of which are being pursued. As 
recommended, a value for money audit of the educational services is underway. The Irish Prison Service 
are also examining options to provide more treatment facilities and drug free units in the Mountjoy 
complex and will continue to take vigorous measures to prevent drugs being brought into Mountjoy. A 
refurbishment project is also under way in the basement of the C–wing at Mountjoy prison. 

New committee 

The Programme for Government states that "we will review the proposal to build a new prison at Thornton 
Hall and consider alternatives, if any, to avoid the costs yet to be incurred by the State in building such a 
new prison." The Minister announced that he has established a four person committee to examine the 
need for new prison accommodation and to advise by July 1 2011 whether work on the site at Thornton 
should proceed. The Minister speaking on the formation of this new committee said "This review will be 
expeditious and cost effective and I intend to publish this review once it has been completed." 

The new committee members are 

 Brendan Murtagh - a partner in LHM Casey McGrath 

 Tom Cooney - Lecturer in Law UCD and now advisor to the Minister 

 Brian Purcell - Director General of the Irish Prison Service. 

 Catherine McGuinness – retired President of the Law Reform Commission 

  

 

  

 

  

 


