
News 
 
Planned changes to the Public Service announced  

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Brendan Howlin, spoke at a Conference on Friday last, 
during which he discussed the “intrinsic value of the public service” in aiding the recovery of our economy. 
He also outlined the Government‟s vision for the public service including the standardising of working 
hours and leave arrangements. 

Minister Howlin highlighted that the public sector is different to the private sector and has a separate and 
distinct ethos. The belief in the fundamental importance of the public sector is that it will “drive this 
government‟s programme of reform”. Despite the current challenges, other reforms must occur, 
particularly in relation to technology and the ageing population. 

Proposed Plans   

The government plans to work on the integration of public service organisations such as the planned 
integration of employment advice and social welfare supports in a single National Employment advice and 
Entitlements Service. Consolidation of divisions is also a priority particularly payroll, procurement, 
pensions and HR in each sector.  

The Government also wishes to ensure that services are better directed towards target groups. 
Progressing e-Government is another priority. To facilitate a public service with core focus on 
performance and accountability, the Public Service Management Act and the Ministers and Secretaries 
Act will be replaced with a reformulated code of laws with explicit responsibilities. “Most of all, we want all 
public servants to be more conscious of their “service ethos” and less concerned with demarcation and 
boundaries” the Minister continued. 

The entire public service must get behind the changes required. Reforms must be managed locally. 
Furthermore, there is a need to address the “over-generous entitlements and working arrangements”. 
Working hours and leave arrangements were described by the Minister as being “wildly out of line with 
those in the private sector”. The Department has been asked to standardise those arrangements and an 
agreement will be reached shortly.  

Comprehensive spending review 

The Comprehensive Review of Expenditure, currently underway and which involves “a root and branch 
evaluation of the expenditure of all Departments and of all bodies within their remit” should serve to meet 
overall fiscal objectives, re-align spending with the priorities contained within the Programme for 
Government, and consider new ways of achieving Government objectives. Minister Howlin cautioned that 
“it cannot be a defensive exercise” and if it is to become so “the opportunity for far-reaching change will 
have been squandered”.  

Support & Industrial Peace 

The Minister also requested public servants to deliver excellent services as cheaply as possible. He noted 
that “they must ask themselves whether they are performing functions that are absolutely essential”  and 
that “public servants must also support those in need, particularly the unemployed”. Minister Howlin 
further called upon the Public Service to maintain a high level of industrial peace, stressing its importance 
for our reputation abroad.  

New Public Affairs Ireland Directory available now  



The 2011 Directory contains details of all new Ministers, the new Government Departmental Structures, 
the Dail and the elected members of the Seanad.  

Sarah Kilduff, Editor at Public Affairs Ireland said that the new Directory is both timely and necessary for 
those that need to keep updated on changes in public administration and the political system. "The 
Directory has been brought fully up-to-date following the General Election and reflects the substantial 
changes that have occurred across the political system and the system of Government. The new directory 
has the added advantage that it will be updated in an online version as the year progresses and everyone 
buying a copy of the publication will have access to the online version. No other directory comes close to 
the PAI directory in terms of being up-to-date and reflecting the changes that have occurred in Irish public 
life since the General Election” 

To order a copy of the Directory, which costs €19.95 plus p+p, contact Paula Logue at PAI on 01 
8198500. 

Dáil Committees to be announced this week  

It is understood that the Government will announce the full committee system in the coming days.  While 
the exact formation of the system remains unknown, when questioned last week by Gerry Adams in the 
Dáil, the Taoiseach assured Deputy Adams that the announcement will be made next week and said that 
“While two major State visits will start next week, I also expect the position regarding the committees will 
be dealt with then”.  

He also added that the number of committees will also be reduced. Detailed below are the proposed 
changes to the committee system as announced in late-March by the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform, Brendan Howlin TD. These plans are “centered on making committees more relevant; on 
strengthening the Dáil‟s engagement with the European Union; and on strengthening the Dáil‟s capacity 
to investigate matters of grave public interest”. 

Committees will be given considerably more power and responsibility and will also be delegated the 
power to introduce legislation themselves. They will also have stronger powers of scrutiny.  

Every fourth sitting week, according to the statement, there will be a Committee week during which  the 
Dáil plenary will sit only for questions and the Order of Business, with the rest of the day devoted 
exclusively to committee sessions.  

The Minister also proposed that new Friday sittings be devoted entirely to committee reports, and to 
Private Members Business, so that members can debate and examine findings that emerge from 
Oireachtas committees. 

Minister Howlin also mentioned the plan to change the Constitution to allow for comprehensive inquiries 
by Oireachtas committees thus giving every Oireachtas committee the power to conduct an investigation. 
A powerful Investigations, Oversight and Petitions Committee will also be established.    

Regulatory Impact Assessments prepared for Ministers on all EU Directives and significant Regulations 
will be automatically forwarded to the relevant Oireachtas committees so as to consider whether EU 
directives should be transposed into Irish law by statutory instrument, or by primary legislation. They will 
also have the function of ensuring EU laws and policies comply with the principle of subsidiarity. All 
Ministers will be obliged to appear before their respective committees or the Committee on European 
Affairs prior to attending Council meetings in Brussels. 

New Public Affairs Ireland Directory available now  



The 2011 Directory contains details of all new Ministers, the new Government Departmental Structures, 
the Dail and the elected members of the Seanad.  

Sarah Kilduff, Editor at Public Affairs Ireland said that the new Directory is both timely and necessary for 
those that need to keep updated on changes in public administration and the political system. "The 
Directory has been brought fully up-to-date following the General Election and reflects the substantial 
changes that have occurred across the political system and the system of Government. The new directory 
has the added advantage that it will be updated in an online version as the year progresses and everyone 
buying a copy of the publication will have access to the online version. No other directory comes close to 
the PAI directory in terms of being up-to-date and reflecting the changes that have occurred in Irish public 
life since the General Election” 

To order a copy of the Directory, which costs €19.95 plus p+p, contact Paula Logue at PAI on 01 
8198500. 

Oireachtas Update 
 
Dáil  

Tuesday            

2.30pm              

Questions (Taoiseach) 

3.15pm                          

Questions (Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government) 

4.15pm              

Leaders Questions 

4.36pm                          

Order of Business 

Motion re SO103 Committee (to conclude by 7pm) 

7.00pm                          

Private Members Business 

Wednesday 

1.30pm 

Leaders Questions 

1.51pm                          

Order of Business 



2.21pm                          

Questions (Taoiseach) 

3.06pm              

Questions (Minister for Justice and Equality) 

4.21pm  

Criminal Justice Bill 2011 Order for Second Stage and Second Stage (Department of Justice and 
Equality) 

7.00pm              

Private Members Business          

Thursday 

10.30am       

Order of Business 

Criminal Justice Bill 2011 Second Stage Resumed (Department of Justice and Law Reform) 

3.30pm              

Questions (Minister for Defence) 

Appointments  

Appointment to the District Court  

Ms. Rosemary Horgan has been nominated by the Government to be appointed by the President as a 
judge of the District Court. This comes following the retirement of Judge Thomas Fitzpatrick in January. 

Ms. Horgan attended University College Cork and enrolled as a solicitor in 1979. She served on the Legal 
Aid Board from 1980 until 1998.  

CEO of Tallaght Hospital appointed 

Minister for Health, Dr James Reilly TD, announced that Ms. Eilish Hardiman, who currently serves as 
CEO of the National  Paediatric Development Board (NPHDB) is to step down and take up the role of 
CEO at Tallaght Hospital .  

The offer is subject to ratification but is set to be confirmed next week. Ms Hardiman will not been leaving 
the NPHDB until later in the year according to the press release from the Department of Health. It is 
expected that the independent review of the project to build the new National Children‟s Hospital on the 
site of the Mater Hospital in Dublin will be completed before Ms Hardiman‟s departure. 

Departments of State  



Social Protection  

Social Welfare fraud high on priority list  

Social welfare fraud and tax non-compliance have been identified as key corporate priorities to be tackled 
in 2011 according to a press release from the Department of Social Protection. It has been announced 
following a meeting of the joint High Level Group of Department of Social Protection and Revenue that 
plans are in place to tackle both tax non-compliance and social welfare fraud. 

The group is a partnership between the Department of Social protection, including Minister Joan Burton 
and the Secretary General, and the Chairman of the Revenue Commissioners. 

Both the Department and Revenue tackle the hidden economy sector by a combination of risk analysis, 
intelligence collation, assurance checks and outdoor operations including audit and investigation. Joint 
Investigation Units (JIUs) between Revenue, the Department of Social Protection and the National 
Employment Rights Authority also play a key role.  

Furthermore, Minister Burton has committed to putting in place a strategic fraud and control plan to: 

Ensure a strategic response to high risk sectors and social welfare schemes where fraud and abuse is 
prevalent;  

Identify those sectors of the economy and conduct comprehensive investigations where the risk of 
concurrent working and claiming social welfare payments is most prevalent; and 

Ensure an integrated approach to prevention, deterrence, detection of social welfare abuse across the 
Department‟s services. 

Enterprise, Trade and Innovation  

Measures to support R&D announced  

5 major initiatives, aimed at supporting innovation and high growth businesses were announced by the 
Minister for Enterprise and Innovation Richard Bruton TD. Each initiative is discussed below. 

Cloud Computing 

€5m is to be allocated to the establishment of an applied research centre in cloud computing, regarded as 
a “crucial high growth area”. According to the Minister, it has the potential to be worth €9.5bn to the 
economy and employ 8,600 people by 2014 as reported recently by Microsoft. 

Smart Grid 

€6m is to be devoted to the setting up of an energy/smart grid research centre which will be funded 
through Science Foundation Ireland under its Strategic Research Clusters programme. It will also partner 
with industries involved in developing the smart grid. It will be hosted by UCD. 40 research personnel will 
be hired by the centre. 

Research Teams 

€44m over 5 years is set to be designated to Principal Investigator research teams in life sciences, ICT 
and energy. 44 Science Foundation Ireland funded Principal Investigator (PI) Awards will support close to 



300 top-class researcher positions in these areas. The research projects have also attracted numerous 
partners including Inercept Pharma Ltd., Pevion Biotech Ltd and Sigmoid Pharma (Ireland). 

Start-up funding 

A competitive fund of €750,000 is to be allocated, in conjunction with Enterprise Ireland, to start up 
companies in the internet and gaming sector. This will be rolled out in Cleantech, Industrial and Life-
sciences sectors. Companies will each receive a €50,000 equity investment and will also be provided with 
a mentor who will work with the company for a period of about 10 days. 

High Potential Start Up programme 

Resources will also be increased for Enterprise Irelands High Potential Start Up programme. It is hoped 
through this, by 2014 100 start up companies  will be created each year compared to 80 in 2010. 

Health 

Independent review of new National Children’s Hospital announced  

Minister for Health Dr. James Reilly TD, has announced an independent review of the project to build the 
new National Children‟s Hospital on the site of the Mater Hospital in Dublin. 

A financial analysis will be carried out under the auspices of the European Health Property Network 
(EUPHN) followed by a clinical review which will be carried out using the information gathered by the 
financial analysis. 

Architect Mr. John Cooper has been nominated by EUPHN to conduct the financial analysis, the terms of 
reference of which, according to the Department, are “to examine and independently verify the estimated 
cost differentials identified in relation to building, equipping and running the proposed National Paediatric 
Hospital (a) if constructed on the site currently proposed and (b) if constructed to the same specification 
on notional alternative sites”. 

In conducting the clinical review Mr. Cooper will work in conjunction with 4 international experts, who 
serve as CEOs of Children‟s hospitals and are drawn from the National Association of Children's 
Hospitals and Related Institutions (NACHRI) and the Children‟s Hospitals International Executive Forum 
(CHIEF).  

The terms of reference for the clinical review include: to examine whether the potential clinical benefits, if 
any, of locating a children‟s hospital beside the adult hospital on the Mater site outweigh any cost 
differential or any design issues, including access to the hospital and to submit a final report to the 
Minister for Health, with any recommendations as considered appropriate, within four weeks of the 
commencement of the clinical review. 

Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 

Minister for Communications launches ‘Better Energy’  

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, Pat Rabbitte TD, launched „Better Energy‟, 
which will streamline the existing residential programmes, support jobs and help consumers lower their 
energy bills according to the Department. 

This comes following the announcement of the allocation by the Government of €30m towards the retrofit 
programme as part of the Jobs Initiative announced on Tuesday evening in the Dáil. 



Better Energy is a programme designed to ensure that there are more opportunities for householders and 
businesses to reduce their energy consumption which would in turn lead to real and lasting cost savings. 
It will replace the three existing programmes: Home Energy Saving Scheme (HES), Warmer Homes 
Scheme (WHS) and Greener Homes Scheme (GHS), placing them under one umbrella. 

Education and Skills 

Responsibility on Education and Skills to lead Jobs Initiative  

The Department of Education and Skills looks set to take on a prominent role in launching the Jobs 
Initiative which was announced in the Dáil last week by minister for Finance Michael Noonan. 

Training places 

15,900 education and training places are set to be provided, bringing the total training places for the 
unemployed this year to 114,500. They will be dispensed among the FÁS Specific Skills Training 
programme, the Third Level/Springboard programme, the Back to Education Initiative programme, and 
Post Leaving Cert Courses. These places will be funded through the redeployment of some financial 
resources within the Department and an additional €8.3m from the Exchequer. Alongside this, the 
Government announced the creation of a new National Internship Scheme which will provide 5,000 work 
experience placements in the private, public and voluntary sectors. 

Building projects 

Furthermore, €40m is set to be made available to fund 374 primary and post-primary school building 
projects throughout the country. These projects are expected to create 2,400 direct and 480 indirect much 
needed jobs in the construction sector, according to Minister for Education and Skills, Ruairi Quinn TD. 
The amount that will be invested this year under the School Modernisation Programme will now reach 
over €410m. 

Future 

Planning and preparatory work will begin immediately in the Department as they identify and deliver two 
further Public Private Partnership schools bundles in areas where additional infrastructure is required 
post-2016. The Minister added "This development will support the continued diversification of the delivery 
of school building projects involving delivery in the traditional manner and now, on an increased basis, the 
VECs." 

Enterprise, Trade and Innovation  

Review of Copyright laws begins  

The Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation Richard Bruton TD, last week began a process of reform 
of Ireland‟s copyright regime in the hope of maximising the potential of the digital industry in Ireland. 

According to the Minister, he is “determined that government will make whatever changes are necessary 
to allow innovative digital companies reach their full potential in Ireland”. He continued that “some 
companies have indicated that the current copyright legislation does not cater well for the digital 
environment and actually creates barriers to innovation and to the establishment of new business models. 
Moving towards a US-style “fair use” doctrine is one suggestion that has been made.” 



He announced his plans to respond to these suggestions and that a time-limited review of the law in the 
area would be conducted by three industry experts. The review will include a full consultation process 
with all relevant stakeholders, and the entire process will be completed within six months. 

Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 

Rural Broadband scheme announced  

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, Pat Rabitte TD, has recently announced a 
new Rural Broadband Scheme which aims to identify the remaining premises in rural Ireland that are 
unable to obtain a broadband service and to provide a service to those premises where requested. 

According to a press release issued by the Department, the Scheme will be conducted alongside the 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food under the Rural Development Programme co-funded by 
the European Agriculture Fund for Rural Development. It is hoped that the scheme will provide universal 
broadband access throughout Ireland by the end of 2012. While much of the Government‟s National 
Broadband Scheme has been completed, there remains many rural areas devoid of a broadband service 
whether due to technical reasons or otherwise. 

The Minster spoke of how he is,”launching this scheme to identify the remaining small percentage of 
premises that have not been able to procure a broadband service and to provide broadband to such 
premises which cannot be served by the existing market”. Should the case arise that an existing service 
provider cannot be identified as being able to provide a service to an area without broadband, the 
Department will seek to procure such a service. 

NewEra 

Furthermore, the Minister announced that advancements are being made in relation to NewEra proposals 
within the Programme for Government to co-invest with the private sector and commercial semi-State 
sector to provide next generation broadband to every home and business in the State. Plans are in place 
for the first formal meeting of the Next Generation Broadband Task Force over the coming weeks. 

 


