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Ministers and Secretaries Bill 2011 to establish new Department  

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Brendan Howlin TD, has published the Ministers and 
Secretaries (Amendment) Bill 2011. This Bill provides the legislative basis which will allow for the formal 
establishment of Department for Public Expenditure and Reform.  

The Bill facilitates the transfer of certain functions from the Minister of Finance to the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform specifically all functions relating to the public service. Public service reform 
functions, including modernisation functions will also be placed on a statutory footing.  

Responsibility for managing public expenditure will also be transferred to the new Department including 
the management of gross voted expenditure and the annual estimates process. The Department will also 
be allocated general sanctioning powers in relation to expenditure and policy matters. The minister for 
finance will retain responsibility for budgetary parameters.  

A number of the offices currently under the remit of the Department of Finance will also be moved to the 
new Department including the Valuation Office, State Laboratory, Commissioners of Public Works, Public 
Appointments Service and the Commission for Public Service Appointments. The new Department will 
also take over modernisation, development and reform functions.  

The Minister stated that he hoped the “legislation will be given priority status in its passage through the 
Oireachtas.” 

The mission statement on the new Departments newly created website outlines its goals as being “to 
achieve the Government’s social and economic goals by ensuring the effective management of 
taxpayers’ money and the delivery of quality public services that meet the needs of citizens”. 

New Public Affairs Ireland Directory available now  

The 2011 Directory contains details of all new Ministers, the new Government Departmental Structures, 
the Dail and the elected members of the Seanad.  

Sarah Kilduff, Editor at Public Affairs Ireland said that the new Directory is both timely and necessary for 
those that need to keep updated on changes in public administration and the political system. "The 
Directory has been brought fully up-to-date following the General Election and reflects the substantial 
changes that have occurred across the political system and the system of Government. The new directory 
has the added advantage that it will be updated in an online version as the year progresses and everyone 
buying a copy of the publication will have access to the online version. No other directory comes close to 
the PAI directory in terms of being up-to-date and reflecting the changes that have occurred in Irish public 
life since the General Election” 

To order a copy of the Directory, which costs €19.95 plus p+p, contact Paula Logue at PAI on 01 
8198500. 

Local Authorities make savings of €26m in year  

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, Phil Hogan TD, last week announced 
that close to €162m has been saved from March 2010 up until March 2011 under the terms of the Croke 
Park agreement. The savings have been made between pay and non-pay saving mechanisms.   



Restructuring and productivity and performance initiatives contributed to €130m in savings while local 
authorities saved €26m. 

In a breakdown provided by the Department of the savings made by each local authority, savings have 
been through a variety of methods between March 2010 and March 2011.  

The most significant savings were made by Fingal Council, which saved €3.3m via the establishment of 
centralised fleet management and plant hire unit and €4.1m through a combined energy tender with 
South Dublin County Council. SDCC also saved over €5.5m on a green bin contract and over €1.1 on 
contract renegotiations.  

Dublin City Council made savings of over €9.6m in waste disposal and over €3.3m on more competitively 
priced construction contracts.  

Other substantial savings were made by Cork County Council in relation to expenditure on electricity 
services (€934,627) and the hiring of plant and machinery (€938,467). Kilkenny Council also made 
savings on waste and water services (€979,000) as did Kildare County Council (just over €1m). Wicklow 
County Council also made savings of €978,286 on Machinery Hire Rationalisation.  

In relation to staffing arrangements, Carlow County Council saved €366,854 through the restructuring of 
working arrangements including 6-day liability and Cork County Council saved €500,000 through the 
reduction of travel and subsistence paid to employees. Longford also saved €241,782 through a revision 
of work practices and associated payments.   

24th Seanad ready to assemble  

The Taoiseach Enda Kenny has announced his nominations to the Seanad rendering the 24
th
 Seanad 

ready to convene.  

The President, Mary McAleese has fixed 2.30pm on Wednesday, May 25 2011 for the first meeting of the 
new Seanad as per Article 18.8 of the Constitution, which states that the Seanad shall reconvene on a 
day to be fixed by the President on the advice of the Taoiseach. 

The following is a list of the Taoiseach’s nominations to the Seanad and their professions.  

Mr Eamon Coughlan, Director of Crumlin Children’s Medical & Research Foundation  

Mr Jim Darcy, Teacher and member of Louth County Council  

Ms Aideen Hayden, Solicitor and Chairperson of the National Housing Organisation, Threshold  

Ms Lorraine Higgins, Barrister  

Mr Fiach MacConghail, Director of the Abbey Theatre  

Dr Martin McAleese, Dental surgeon  

Ms Mary Moran, Teacher 

Ms Mary Ann O’Brien, Business Woman and Co Founder of Jack & Jill Foundation  

Ms Marie Louise O’Donnell, Educationalist  



Ms Jillian van Turnhout, CEO Childrens Rights Alliance  

Ms Katherine Zappone, Member of the Irish Human Rights Commission 

Oireachtas Update 

Dáil  

Tuesday  24       

2.30pm  

Questions (Taoiseach) 

3.15pm              

Questions (Minister for Defence) 

4.15pm              

Leaders Questions 

4.36pm              

Order of Business 

Finance (No.2) Bill 2011 Order for Second Stage and Second Stage (Department of Finance)  

7.00pm                          

Private Members Business 

Wednesday 25 

10.30am                        

Leaders Questions  

10.51am 

Order of Business 

11.21am                        

Questions (Taoiseach) 

Finance (No.2) Bill 2011 Second Stage (Resumed) (Department of Finance)  

Patents (Amendment) Bill 2011 Order for Second Stage and Second Stage (Department of Enterprise 
Trade and Innovation) 



1.30pm  

SOS 

2.30pm               

Questions (Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food ) 

3.45pm               

Morning Business continued 

7.00pm                          

Private Members Business 

Thursday 26  

10.30am  

Order of Business 

Statements on the Irish Language (working title) to conclude at 3.30pm if not previously concluded  

(Department of Tourism Culture and Sport) 

3.30pm  

Questions (Minister for Community Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs)  

Seanad  

The first meeting of the 24th Seanad is set to take place on May 25. 

Committees  

Committees have been adjourned sine die.  

Appointments  

Master of National Maternity Hospital appointed 

Dr Rhona Mahony has been appointed as the first female master of the National Maternity hospital, 
Holles Street.   

Dr Mahony begin in her new role in a few months’ time.is a graduate of University College Dublin and is a 
highly-respected consultant obstetrician and gynaecologist.  

Interim board of HSE announced  



members of the new Interim Executive Board of the HSE were announced last week. The board includes 
members from Department of Health and from the HSE and will be chaired by Dr. Frank Dolphin.  

The CEO and the Secretary General have been asked to review the existing senior management roles 
and responsibilities in both the HSE and Department of Health, to address any duplication of functions 
and explore the scope for more conjoint working. “I want to develop strong and coherent governance 
arrangements for the entire healthcare system which will continue to operate after the abolition of the 
existing legal governance structure” said Dr. Reilly.  

The new Interim Executive Board will meet with greater frequency and will discharge all of the relevant 
requirements of the HSE board as set out in law. However in addition, the direct relationships established 
will form the bedrock of the present and future connection between the Minister for Health and those 
persons charged with managing our health services.  

Members of the New Interim HSE Board are as follows:   

Dr. Frank Dolphin, Chairman;  

Mr. Cathal Magee, Chief Executive Officer, HSE;  

Mr. Michael Scanlan, Secretary General, Department of Health;  

Dr. Tony Holohan, Chief Medical Officer, Department of Health;  

Mr. Paul Barron, Assistant Secretary, Primary Care and Eligibility, Department of Health;  

Ms. Bairbre NicAongusa, Director, Office for Disability and Mental Health and Citizen Participation, 
Department of Health;  

Dr. Barry White, HSE National Director, Clinical Strategy and Programmes;  

Dr. Philip Crowley, HSE National Director, Quality, Risk and Clinical Care;  

Ms. Laverne McGuinness, HSE National Director, Integrated Services– Performance and Financial 
Management;  

Mr. Brian Gilroy, HSE National Director, Integrated Services – Reconfiguration; and  

The remaining two vacancies will be filled in the near future.  

Departments of State  

Enterprise, Jobs and Innovation 

2 technology centres in manufacturing research and energy efficiency have received an investment of 
€10m. This follows the Department of Enterprise, Jobs and Innovations plan to invest €55m in Research 
and Development. 

According to a press release issued by the Department, these centres are collaborative entities 
established and led by industry and resourced by researchers associated with research institutions, who 
undertake market focused strategic R&D for the benefit of industry. 



The centres are built around industry leadership, independence and commercialisation of research, with 
the research business of the centre being managed by a technology leader with industrial experience.  

The 2 centres are The Irish Centre for Manufacturing Research (ICMR Ltd) and Innovation for Ireland’s 
Energy Efficiency (I2E2) Research Centre. 

Transport, Tourism and Sport 

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport Leo Varadkar last Thursday announced his intention to 
amalgamate Dundalk Port Company with Dublin Port Company. The announcement comes following the 
results of a review of the Dundalk port company and examined all the possible options for dealing with the 
poor financial circumstance of the company.  

Minister Varadkar said that given the financial difficulties being experienced by the Dundalk port 
company, “the best course of action is to transfer responsibility for the port to Dublin Port Company”.  

Should this prove successful he added “it may be the case that Dundalk Port can return to local control, in 
cooperation with the local authority and private sector operators.” 

 Upon transfer Dublin Port Company will assume responsibility for managing the port. The Transfer Order 
to amalgamate the two companies will be made under the Harbours Act 1996. The draft Order has to be 
approved by both Houses of the Oireachtas before being signed into law. This approval process will take 
place in the coming weeks. 

  

 


