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Public Affairs Ireland to host conference on Cloud Computing  

On June 30 Public Affairs Ireland will host a half day conference on Cloud Computing with Minister for 
Enterprise, Jobs and Innovation, Richard Bruton TD and the Data Protection Commissioner, Billy Hawkes 
among the speakers. 

The conference is sponsored by MOP, Cisco, Accenture and EMC and will take place in the Conrad 
Hotel. The conference will examine how the Government can deliver on the commitment in the 
Programme for Government to make Ireland a leader in Cloud Computing. The Government has also 
committed to promoting greater use of Cloud Computing in the Public Sector and this topic will be 
addressed by several speakers. 

This timely conference comes just weeks after it was announced by the Government that €5m is to be 
allocated to the establishment of an applied research centre in cloud computing. The Programme for 
Government also outlined its commitment to make Ireland a leader in the emerging IT market of Cloud 
Computing. 

Cloud computing, has been identified as the “crucial high growth area” and at present, it does not have a 
European Digital hub. However, the Government are firm in their commitment to prioritise this area of 
development and clear in their goal to make Ireland a leader in the emerging IT market. 

.A PAI journal article dating from January 2011, written by Philip Nolan and Oisin Tobin, examined the 
future of cloud computing in Ireland and the problems associated with the new IT phenomenon. The 
article can be found here. 

To book a place at this Conference click here. 

Dáil Committees to be announced next week  

The new Dáil committee system is set to be announced next week. 

Speaking on Political Reform in the Dáil this week, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, 
Brendan Howlin TD, stated that “it is important that an effective parliament has an effective committee 
system”. 

Reforms would include the establishment of  an Investigations, Oversight and Petitions Committee, 
structured along the line of the Public Accounts Committee and a reduction of the number of committees 
from 25 to 14.  

In recent article in the PAI Journal, Garrett Fennell reviews the proposed reforms to the structure, scope 
and powers of the Oireachtas Committees in the new Dáil. To view this article please click here. 

New strategy sets out the next 20 years in Gaeltacht affairs  

Minister of State for Gaeltacht Affairs, Dinny McGinley TD has announced  the final decisions made by 
the Government regarding the 20-Year Strategy for the Irish Language. The report, which was published 
by the Department of Community Affairs in December 2010, details the implementation structure of the 
Gaeltacht for the next 20 years. 

The Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht will now proceed to draft the Gaeltacht Bill. “I hope 
that the Bill will be published as soon as possible, depending on the Government's legislative schedule.” 
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Among the provisions in the Gaeltacht Bill is the change of the definition of the Gaeltacht. A Gaeltacht 
region will now be dependent on linguistic criteria rather than on geographical areas, as is currently the 
case.  

There will also be a new „Gaeltacht network‟ where urban areas surrounding the current Gaeltacht 
regions will be given language support by the government. 

Some regulations will stay the same, such as the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
retaining primary responsibility for Irish language matters and Foras na Gaeilge will continue to fulfil its 
responsibilities on an all-island basis as an agency of the North South Language Implementation Body. 

Provisions will also be made to significantly reduce the Board of Údarás na Gaeltachta and to end the 
requirement to hold elections. 

Dáil  

Tuesday June 7            

2.30pm  

Questions (Taoiseach) 

3.15pm  

Questions (Minister for Finance) 

4.15pm  

Leaders Questions 

4.36pm  

Order of Business 

Motion re PQ rota change 

Social Welfare and Pensions Bill 2011 Order for Second Stage and Second Stage (Department of Social 
Protection) 

7.00pm  

Private Members Business 

Wednesday June 8 

10.30am 

Leaders Questions 

10.51am 



Order of Business 

11.21am 

Questions (Taoiseach) 

Motion re Estimate (CSO) to conclude within 45 minutes 

Social Welfare and Pensions Bill 2011 Second Stage (Resumed to conclude at 7pm if not previously 
concluded)) (Department of Social Protection) 

1.30pm 

SOS 

2.30pm               

Questions (Minister for Education and Skills) 

3.45pm           

Morning Business continued 

7.00pm              

Private Members Business 

Thursday June 9 

10.30am            

Order of Business 

Motion re Report on Services of the Defence Forces on UN Missions (Referral to Committee without 
Debate) (Department of Defence) 

Finance (No 2) Bill 2011 Committee and Remaining Stages (Department of Finance) 

Welfare of Greyhounds Bill 2011 Order for Second Stage and Second Stage (Department of Agriculture 
Fisheries and Food) 

3.30pm  

Questions (Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation) 

Seanad  

Tuesday June 7 

2.30 pm      



Order of Business 

4.00 pm 

Statements on the Fourth Report of the Special Rapporteur on Child Protection 

6.00 pm 

Matters on the Adjournment 

Wednesday June 8 

10:30 am 

Order of Business 

11.45 am 

Statements on the Jobs Initiative and Competitiveness 
             
1.30 pm       

Sos 

2.30 pm 

Biological Weapons Bill 2010 Second Stage 
           
5.00 pm 

Private Members Business: Motion re Water Charges (Fianna Fáil Senators)   

7.00 pm 

Matters on the Adjournment 

Thursday 9 June 2011 

10.30 am 

Order of Business 

11.45 am 
 
Statements on the 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language 

2.00 pm 

Matters on the Adjournment 

Committees  
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Committees have adjourned sine die but are expected to be formed next week now that the Oireachtas 
membership is complete. 

Appointments  

New Chair of Commission for Energy Regulation 

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, Pat Rabbitte, TD has appointed Mr. Dermot 
Nolan as Chairperson of the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER).   

Dermot Nolan obtained his Ph.D in Economics from Yale University before lecturing in the University of 
London for 5 years. He returned to Ireland in 2001 as Manager of the Mergers division in the Competition 
Authority. He became Senior Economic Advisor and Director of the Retail Division in ComReg in 2005. 
He was appointed Commissioner in the CER in 2008, before being appointed Chairperson at the end of 
May 2011. 

Appointment to the Special Delivery Unit  

Minister for Health, Dr James Reilly, TD announced that Dr Martin Connor has been appointed to the new 
Special Delivery Unit (SDU). Dr Connor is a renowned international expert, with a proven track record in 
health service improvement. 

Dr Connor worked as a Special Adviser in the Department of Health in Northern Ireland for 3 years. Prior 
to this he was the Deputy Chief Executive and Director of Strategic Commissioning and Performance at 
Trafford Primary Care Trust in Manchester. He is currently a Harkness Fellow in Health Care Policy and 
Practice in Stanford University. He holds a PhD from Durham University. 

New Head of National Internship Scheme 

Minister Joan Burton has announced Martin Murphy, Managing Director of Hewlett Packard (HP) Ireland 
to oversee implementation of the National Internship Scheme. The scheme will provide up to 5,000 
unemployed people with an internship opportunity ranging from six to nine months in the private, public or 
community and voluntary sectors. 

Michael Murphy joined HP's consulting organisation in 1986. In 1995, he was made sales director of the 
company in Ireland. He was appointed Manager Director of HP in 2000 and successfully steered the Irish 
operation through the Compaq merger, one of the largest in the history of the State. 

Mr Murphy also sits on the board of the UCD Smurfit School and the Institute of Directors. 

Leas-Cathaiorleach elected to 24
th

 Seanad 

Senator Denis O‟Donovan has been elected unopposed to the position of Leas-Chathaoirleach of the 
24th Seanad. 

Denis O‟Donovan was first appointed to the Seanad in 1989 as a Taoiseach‟s nominee and was elected a 
further three more times in 1993, 1997 and in 2007. He became chairman of the Oireachtas Constitution 
Committee between 2002-2007. 

The Leas-Chathaoirleach is the sole judge of the order of proceedings in Seanad Éireann in the absence 
of the Cathaoirleach. 



Departments of State  

Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment  

Over 300 jobs to be created in start up companies 

The Minister for Enterprise Trade and Employment, Richard Bruton, TD announced today that 310 jobs 
will be created by start up companies. This comes after Enterprise Ireland published a report on the High 
Potential Start-Up Programme showing that job creation has increased on last year‟s figures. 

The positions will be created within 17 businesses that received government support during the first three 
months of the year. The companies are all “the innovative sectors the Government is targeting for growth” 
according to the Minister. 

Telecommunications, cloud computing, bio-technology and energy are among some of the areas being 
developed by these new companies. This comes just days after Price Waterhouse Coopers held a 
conference on research and development in Ireland where the Minister affirmed his commitment to 
encouraging and supporting innovative companies.  

“I  am  determined to build on this announcement and ensure that government policies  are  properly  
targeted  to  support high potential businesses in Ireland  so that we can create the jobs of the future here 
and grow our way out of our difficulties” he said. 

New bill published to overhaul company law.  

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Richard Bruton TD published the first part of the new 
Companies Bill today which seeks to overhaul Irish company law. 

The first section of legislation, entitled “Pillar A” consists of 952 sections over a total of 1,300 pages and 
will have an affect on private companies. 

The second part, which encompasses all other company types, is due to be published in 2012. 

According to the Minister, Pillar A was published to allow business owners make preparations ahead of 
the amendments laid out in the bill. He also expects a “speedy enactment” once the bill is complete next 
year. 

Under the law, private companies will no longer be referred to as „limited‟ or „ltd‟ but „company limited by 
shares‟ or „cls‟. It will also no longer be necessary to have a second director for a business and AGMs will 
be abolished under the new law. Companies will no longer be required to have lengthy constitutions and 
can now be limited to one page if necessary. 

Minister Bruton said that these significant changes will make it “cheaper and easier” for people to set up 
and run businesses in Ireland. 

The full version of the bill can be viewed on the department‟s website. 

Department of Environment, Community and Local Government 

EPA review findings  



The Environmental Protection Agency Review Group has suggested a number of recommendations 
including the introduction of generic legislation to protect whistleblowers and the extension of 
parliamentary questions to the agency. 

The group also suggested reform of the Agency‟s licensing process, a wider review of environmental 
governance, ratification of the Aarhus Convention and the continuation of maintenance of funding for 
environmental research. 

The Review Group, established in 2010, included a number of experts on areas including environmental 
law, water quality biodiversity and human health.   

The group was chaired by John McCarthy who is an assistant secretary in the Department of the 
Environment, Community and Local Government. 

The 58 recommendations were placed under themes such as governance and resources, licensing and 
monitoring, research and information, relationships and stakeholders and legislative framework. 

The introduction of whistleblowers legislation was also discussed on Friday last by the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform, Brendan Howlin TD. He reconfirmed the Governments commitment to the 
introduction of whistleblowers legislation as was contained in the programme for Government. 

Gender equality and corporate donations tackled by new bill  

Under the terms set out in the Electoral Amendment Political Funding Bill 2011, the maximum amount 
that can be accepted as a political donation will be significantly reduced. 

Furthermore political parties will be obliged to have at least 30 percent women candidates and at least 30 
percent male candidates at the next general election. This will rise to 40 percent after 7 years. 

A political party will only be permitted to accept €2,500 (down from €6,348.69) and an individual will only 
be allowed accept €1,000, where previously they could accept up to €2,539.48. 

There will also be a reduction in the thresholds at which donations must be declared to The Standards in 
Public Office Commission (SIPO). Political parties must declare anything above €1,500 and individuals 
must declare donations above €600. 

While the Programme for Government proposed a “ban on corporate donations to political parties”, this 
legislation serves to “restrict corporate donations significantly”. 

In this light, all bodies giving donations must be registered with SIPO. The donating body must include, in 
writing, a number of criteria including the name and address of the person or persons responsible for the 
organisation, management or financial affairs of the body,a statement of the nature and purpose of the 
body and a list of the membership or shareholders of the body. 

These reforms were announced today by Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government 
Phil Hogan TD today. He said how this is the most significant reform package introduced in decades and 
it “aims to increase transparency among all donations to ensure there is no question of unhealthy 
relationships”. 

The Government, has to date imposed some significant political reforms as proposed in the Programme 
for Government within which the assertion was made that “we will overhaul the way politics and 
government work”. 



Reforms to date include the reduction of the presidential spending limit, the introduction of a six month 
time limit to hold bye-elections, the removal of the automatic entitlement of Ministerial cars and drivers, 
cutting the pay of the Taoiseach, Ministers and Ministers of State, removal of severance pay for Ministers. 

Department of Education and Skills 

New direction for education sector 

The education sector has come under the spotlight in the past week with significant announcements 
about Educate Together schools and the Higher Education Strategy coming within days of each other. 

Minister for Education and Skills, Ruairi Quinn, TD spoke earlier today at the Royal Irish Academy about 
the future of higher education in Ireland and outlined the government objectives in this area, saying that 
we are at a “crossroads”. 

The first item on today‟s agenda was the need to meet future demands. It is estimated that demand will 
increase by 72 percent over the next two decades and the Minister responded to this saying that it is an 
“immediate priority”. He also outlined his concerns in various areas such as the CAO points system and is 
seeking “radically new approaches and alternatives to the current arrangements.” 

The quality of the student experience was also of high priority, with the Minister discussing the need for 
more preparation and inductions for students transferring from second to third level education. According 
to the Minister this would lead to “improved retention rates and better equipped graduates.” 

Mr Quinn went on to discuss funding and said that the Higher Education Authority will be carrying out 
research in the area on how to best continue to provide for the increasing demand. The Minister promised 
students during his campaign that no further fees would be imposed. 

This comes just days after the announcement on May 28 that Educate Together second level schools will 
be formally recognised by the Government. Educate Together, which has 58 primary level schools, is a 
multi-denominational and first applied to become a second level body in 2007. 

 


